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   This issue of Dimensions strives to connect 
teachers to object-based learning outside the 
classroom. With the new school year fast 
approaching, many teachers may want to 
learn of different ways to approach the new 
curriculum. As an aid to spicing up some of 
the worn out sections of their repertoire, or 
to help with ways for getting students out of 
the classroom,  we are very pleased to have 
Sandra Borger (Surrey Museum), Ilona 
Shulman Spaar (Vancouver Holocaust 
Education Center), and Kim Gough (Royal 
British Columbia Museum and Archives) 
write about their institutions’ education kits, 
outreach kits, and programs. Hands-on 
learning experiences with materials of the 
past is invaluable. Please do not hesitate to 
contact them regarding potential field trips. 

   Other important items of note to this 
edition include information for the BCSSTA’s 
October Conference. This fall, the 
conference is organized with a keynote panel 
format that will discuss the new Social 
Studies curriculum, its advantages for 
teachers, and some of the pitfalls that might 
be experienced as the template for the “Big 
Six” moves forward. The BCSSTA Executive 
is excited to have four speakers, in 
conjunction with the early morning 
workshops, discussing the future of Social 

Studies in 
British 
Columbia and 
engaging in 
conversations 
with audience 
members. 
Most of the pertinent information is here in 
the newsletter, but also do not forget to take 
a look at the conference website:  

https://bcssta.wordpress.com/10-2/ 

Enjoy, 
Chad Reid  
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Registration 
 
Please register well in advance. We need to 
know our expected attendance numbers a 
week before the conference for catering lunch, 
our workshop presenters, and other business. 
Please do not be upset if you register late and 
end up without a gift bag or even lunch. When 
you register on-line we will need you to pay by 
credit card and provide a working email 
address. Receipts will be emailed to you. 
 

https://bcssta.wordpress.com/10-2/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overview of the Conference 

Each year, the BCSSTA hosts a professional development conference open to all who teach Social 
Studies in BC schools. Most workshops offered will tie into this year's conference theme:  "Making 
History: Perspectives on Historical Thinking in the Revised Social Studies Curriculum". We expect a 
wide variety of specific workshops to be available. Between the morning and afternoon workshop 
sections there will be a hot buffet-style lunch served (part of your fee) and there will be a host of 
vendors and organizations with tables in the cafeteria and around the school offering information, 
free samples and draw prizes. We also hold the Annual General Meeting of the association in the 
staff cafeteria next to the main cafeteria. We strongly encourage you to drop in and take part in the 
AGM. 

With the impending full implementation of the revised K-12 Social Studies Curriculum, the BCSSTA 
has shaped this year’s annual Professional Development Conference around supporting these 
changes with ideas, debates, and resources.     

To foster a deeper understanding of the Curricular Competencies, including both critiques and 
advantages of this structure, the BCSSTA has organized the conference differently than in previous 
years. Instead of a singular keynote address we have chosen to present a panel discussion / debate 
on the ‘Big Six’ Historical Thinking Concepts. We hope that the ensuing debate will shed light into 
how history is done from a variety of perspectives and practices. The panel discussion / debate will 
also include questions and comments from audiences members. We welcome all participants. 
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A Few Conference Policies… 

BCTF Code of Ethics 

All attendees are expected to observe the BCTF Code of Ethics. 

Media Policy 

• No video of keynotes. Video of break-out presenters only with explicit permission of the presenter. 
• By registering to attend the BCSSTA Conference, participants grant permission to the BCSSTA to take and use their photo in BCSSTA 

marketing and promotional pieces for an indefinite period of time. Marketing and promotional pieces include, but are not limited to, printed 
brochures, reports, postcards, flyers, and materials, as well as online uses such as postings on the BCSSTA and BCTF websites, online 
newsletters, and e-mail blasts. The BCSSTA shall own all rights, including copyrights in and to the photos. 

Privacy Policy 

Collection, use, and disclosure of your personal information, and your privacy consent 

• The British Columbia Teachers’ Federation (BCTF) is committed to both protecting the privacy and confidentiality of personal information 
and to complying with British Columbia’s Personal Information Protection Act. Your personal information is collected because it is needed for 
BCSSTA conference registration, PSA membership and subscription records. It makes it possible to identify you, send publications, and 
communicate with you as a conference delegate, PSA member or subscriber. The BCTF also uses this information to confirm your eligibility 
for services, to comply with various legal and regulatory requirements, to provide services to you, and to conduct research. 

• Your credit card or other financial information will not be disclosed, and the BCTF, including the BCSSTA, will not otherwise disclose your 
personal information without your permission, except as required or authorized by law. Appropriate security measures are employed to 
ensure only authorized individuals have access to your personal information. By completing this form, you are providing your consent for the 
BCTF, including the BCSSTA, to collect, use, and disclose your personal information in the manner identified above. 

• If you have any questions, please contact the BCTF’s privacy officer at 604-871-2283 or toll-free at 1-800-663-9163, privacy@bctf.ca. 

 

Vancouver Technical Secondary School 

  

This all sounds 
great! 

Where does the 
magic happen? 

https://bctf.ca/ProfessionalResponsibility.aspx?id=4292
mailto:privacy@bctf.ca
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Vancouver Technical Secondary School  

 

 

 

Look for this Conference Postcard in your school mail!!   
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An Edu... what? 
   ED-U-KIT: basically, it’s a museum on wheels. It 
is a packaged lesson created by experts to give 
students a unique learning experience AND make 
teachers’ lives easier. Edukits, which are 
organized around a theme and aimed at specific 
grade levels, contain hands-on artifacts and 
archival materials, including photographs, 
newspaper articles, letters and more. Edukits 
often come with detailed teachers’ notes, which explain how to use the kit and the competencies/content that the kit covers, suggested learning 
activities, worksheets and recommended resources.  
 
Why Bother? 
   There are a number of reasons that edukits are fantastic resources for teachers. Firstly, edukits are thoroughly researched. Teachers are swamped – 
tons of marking, new curriculum expectations, large class sizes. When do they have extra time to devote hours of research time at the library or 
archives? Edukits allow teachers to use authentic historical resources that have already been researched and organized for them. At the Surrey 
Museum, for example, we spent months researching and gathering authentic resources to complete our latest edukit – Surrey’s Home Front. Set in 
the era of World War One, the kit includes artifacts and archival materials related to seven diverse characters: men and women, children and adults, 
immigrants and Canadian born individuals. Students are tasked with closely analyzing each character’s objects and documents to figure out what their 
lives would have been like at the time. It’s like making a cake using cake mix – so easy, and just as delicious!  
 

   The new social studies content standards are 
more general and flexible, allowing teachers to 
focus on their local community. Having a local 
focus allows students to better understand their 
community, its history and growth, and their 
place within it. Numerous studies show that 
people who know more about their community 
have a deeper respect and sense of 
responsibility to the people, buildings and places 
within it. By focusing on a local context, 
teachers help cultivate engaged citizens. 

   Furthermore, edukits fit well with the revised 
curriculum, which stresses inquiry and analysis. 
Touchable artefacts allow students to handle 
and examine primary source evidence. Teachers 
can ask their students to work in groups and 
answer questions: What is this object? Who 
might have used it? How was it made? What is a 
modern equivalent?  

   Archival materials, such as photographs, give 
students a sneak peek into the past. Students 
practice their oral or written language skills to 
describe what they see. They assess and analyze 
many issues: Why was this photograph taken? 

Surrey’s Home Front Edukit 

Practical Teaching 
Museum Feature:  

Surrey Museum 

“Extraordinary Edukits” 
 

By Sandra Borger, Surrey Museum 
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What story did the 
photographer want to 
tell? What is different 
about this place in my 
community compared to 
today? Students can also 
pose questions for 
discussion, such as “What 
is that guy on the horse 
doing under the 
overpass?” 

   Lastly, edukits bring 
curiosity into the 
classroom. I am a firm 
believer that, if possible, 
teachers should bring 
their students to a 
museum in person. The 
galleries are filled with 
artifacts that inspire 
curiosity and wonder, and 
the experience is 
immersive and 
memorable. But 
sometimes, there are too 
many roadblocks such as 
finances, permission slips, 
lack of parent volunteers.  
Whatever the reason, 
there are times when a 
field trip is just not in the 
books. Here is where 
edukits can help bring 
some of that exciting 
museum experience into 
the comfort of your own classroom.  

I Need One! Where To? 
   The Surrey Museum and Historic Stewart Farm have edukits that cover various topics and grade levels available for a three week loan for just $50. 
Many other museums also offer edukits for teachers, including the Delta Museum and Archives, North Vancouver Museum and Archives, Richmond 
Museum, Royal BC Museum, Langley Centennial Museum, New Westminster Museum and Archives and the Museum of Anthropology. With so many 
edukits available to teachers, it is hard to think of a reason NOT to bring one into your classroom. 
 
Should you have any questions or want to learn more using 
edukits in your classroom, don’t hesitate to contact me 
(Sandra Borger) at 604-592-6952 or sborger@surrey.ca.   
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Discovery Kits: Artefacts into the Hands of Students 
   The Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre (VHEC) supports educators who are planning to facilitate hands-on, artefact-based learning in their 
classrooms by providing thematic discovery kits for offsite use. Learning through artefacts and archival documents from the VHEC collection is a 
powerful way for students to engage with the history of the Holocaust. One of the strengths of object-based learning is its capacity to engage sight 
and touch simultaneously, a feat not always easily achieved in the classroom. This kind of interaction proves especially effective for students who rely 
on multi-sensory learning to make cognitive connections and associations with the subject matter.  

Journey to Canada 
   The VHEC discovery kit Journey to Canada: The War Orphans Project, 1947-1949 is recommended for grades 7 to 12. It explores the aftermath of war, 
the arrival of Holocaust survivor youth in Canada as well as the country’s immigration history. Students are encouraged to explore this chapter of 
Canadian history through reproductions of survivors’ letters, diary entries, photographs, identification cards, official documents and newspaper 
articles.  
 
   The kit is divided into seven modules, each of which comprises a portfolio with artefacts, the worksheet Examining the Artefacts, and background 
information for students. The modules can be set up as stations around the classroom, used with individual students or as group-work activities. A 
User Guide and a Teacher’s Guide accompany the documents.  

   By engaging with background information provided in the kit’s modules, students learn how to place the artefacts and the stories they hold in the 
larger context of the Holocaust and its aftermath. In the module “Orphanages,” for instance, students are asked to describe their thoughts and 
feelings as they look at a photograph that shows a boy writing the words “Where are our parents?” on a train. By reading further about the 
photograph, they learn that this boy was Joe Dziubak, one of 430 children and teenagers who survived Buchenwald concentration camp in Germany, 
and who was then brought to an orphanage in Ecouis, France. The photo belongs to Robbie Waisman, who was on that same train and later 
immigrated to Canada as one of the 1,123 Jewish orphans immigrating between 1947 and 1949.  

   Students also gain insight into Canada’s ethnically selective immigration policy at the time. The kit aims to challenge young learners to consider 
Canada’s history and its responsibility towards the world’s refugees today, a topic of utmost relevance. Such considerations tie in with one of the core 
competencies of the new BC curriculum: reflection on social responsibility.  

Outside the Attic Walls 
   Objects can have the power to transport 
students from the present to another place 
and time. The reproduced artefacts provided 
in the discovery kit Outside the Attic Walls 
convey students to the Netherlands during 
the Holocaust and offer insight into the 
experiences of Jewish children in hiding.  
Artefacts in this kit – such as a wooden toy 
or a coat with a Jewish star sewn onto it – 
encourage haptic learning. The kit 
complements study of the book Anne Frank: 
The Diary of a Young Girl and fosters 
understanding of some of the broader issues 
raised in the diary, including discriminatory 
laws, hiding, resistance and deportation. The 
kit is recommended for grades 5 through 12.  

   Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl is one 
of the books that is offered to teachers in 
the form of a classroom book set. VHEC 
classroom book sets contain 30 copies of the 
book, and some include additional resources 
and readings. 

Practical Teaching Museum Feature:  

Vancouver Holocaust Education Center 

“Learning about the Holocaust through Primary Sources” 
 

By Ilona Shulman Spaar, VHEC 

Journey to Canada: The War Orphans Project, 1947-1949 is one of the discovery kits 
provided by the VHEC to B.C. teachers free of charge 
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   The kits and classroom book sets are 
available to B.C. educators for a four-
week loan period free of charge. For 
more information, or to book a 
discovery kit and/or classroom book 
set, please contact info@vhec.org or 
604.264.0499. 

   The VHEC discovery kits are generously 
sponsored by the Vancouver 
Foundation, the BC Heritage Trust, 
Xerox Canada and Pacific Bindery 
Services Ltd. 

 
Inquiry-based Learning Through 
Survivor Testimonies  
   More than 70 years after the Holocaust, 
eyewitness testimonies are assuming 
increasingly central roles in Holocaust 
education and remembrance. Along with 

artefacts, survivor testimonies provide a way for students to access a piece of the past 
that might otherwise seem remote to them, and to consider the implications of that 
history for the present. 
 

 
Primary Voices 
   Timed with the implementation of the new B.C. curriculum, the VHEC developed a new online resource, Primary Voices: Teaching Through Holocaust 
Survivor Testimony, composed of digitized audio-visual testimonies from the VHEC Testimony Collection. The testimony excerpts are accompanied by 
comprehensive lesson plans, student work sheets, and suggested activities informed by core competencies of the new B.C. curriculum, including 
inquiry-based, personalized and technology-enhanced learning, critical and creative thinking, and reflection on social responsibility. Through Primary 
Voices, educators and students can engage with Holocaust testimony in a lesson, within a larger unit, or as part of an independent research project. 
The lessons are clustered into themes that are divided into three sets of lessons – Now, Next, and Beyond – to facilitate increasing levels of 
engagement with the themes and testimonies. Materials are recommended for students in grades 8 through 12, with adaptations possible for 
intermediate grades. The online resource was successfully launched at the VHEC’s 10th Biennial Shafran Teacher’s Conference earlier this year.  
 
See http://vhec.org/primaryvoices/ 

About the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre (VHEC) 

The Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre 
(VHEC) promotes human rights, social justice and 
genocide awareness through education and 
remembrance of the Holocaust. The Centre was 
founded by survivors of the Holocaust as a legacy 
of anti-racism education for the citizens of British 
Columbia.  

An internationally recognized teaching museum 
and the leading provider of Holocaust education 
in British Columbia, the VHEC reaches more than 
25,000 students and teachers annually with its 
exhibits, school programs, teaching materials, 
online resources, professional development 
offerings, outreach speakers and symposia. The 
Centre maintains a museum collection and 
archives, survivor testimony project, library and 
resource centre.  

For additional information and resources, please 
visit www.vhec.org 

 

 

Interface of the new VHEC online teaching resource Primary 
Voices: Teaching Through Holocaust Survivor Testimony 

 

The VHEC discovery kit Outside the Attic Walls  

 

http://www.vhec.org/
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Practical Teaching Museum Feature:  

Royal British Columbia Museum and Archives 
 

By Kim Gough, Learning Program Developer 

    How do you fit a museum, a science centre, a hall of fame, and an art gallery into one classroom? Outreach kits can help! Institutions and 
organizations throughout British Columbia offer these hands-on resources to provide the excitement of a field trip in a box. Kits typically provide 
three-dimensional objects—which may be replicas or actual artifacts—selected to address curriculum needs for specific grades. The objects spark 
curiosity, generate discussion and appeal to multiple senses. By borrowing these kits, teachers can introduce dynamic resources to encourage 
learning.  
 
   In the development of our resource The Writing on the Wall: An Outreach Kit on Chinese Canadian Historical Wrongs, we merged the immediacy of 
tactile learning with a strong pedagogical framework to create a resource that aligns with the new curriculum and addresses the complexity of 
Chinese Canadian history. The objects included in The Writing on the Wall are reproductions of artifacts from the Royal BC Museum and Archives. To 
capture the interest of students, there are two reproduction wall fragments featuring graffiti or poems. A selection of primary source documents 
(photographs, legislation, letters, head tax certificates and an advertisement) are also provided, and students are invited to answer the inquiry 
question: Does this graffiti deserve a place in the collection of the Royal BC Museum? 
 
   These hands-on resources from the museum and archives are 
combined with learning plans that address two of the six historical 
thinking concepts: using primary sources as evidence and determining 
historical significance. Historical thinking concepts provide a framework 
for inquiry that has been used in the development of BC’s new Social 
Studies curriculum. Essentially, these concepts teach students how 
historians—and museum history curators for that matter—“do history.”   
 
   The lessons are structured to support students in grades four to five 
and nine to ten in thinking like historians. First, students are introduced 
to (or refreshed on) some major events in Chinese Canadian history by 
playing “Time Shuffle”.  After the card game, students inspect the wall 
fragments. They then make some guesses about what the fragments 
could be, who might have made them and what they might record. 
(There is a translation of the writing that can be read out if no one in the 
classroom reads Mandarin.) Once they have heard the emotional 
messages written on the wall, they try to decide whether the fragments 
deserve a place in the collection of the Royal BC Museum. 

   The students can form small groups to review the primary sources included in the kit. A worksheet walks them through working with primary source 
documents. In addition to learning more about Chinese Canadian experiences, they will also discover that primary sources are not perfect. They can 
be hard to read, incomplete or even difficult to find at all. History is not for the weak of heart.  

   Once students have reviewed the evidence, they will try to decide if the wall fragments are historically significant and therefore deserving of a place 
at the museum. This is the sort of question that curators and archivists must face as they determine what museums and archives should collect and 
keep. A worksheet for establishing significance helps students to make their cases, and they can then present their findings to the class.  

   After the class has made their decision, a short video of historian Dr. David Lai can be played for them. The video shows Dr. Lai in the Detention 
Hospital in Victoria, BC, just before it was demolished in 1978. He displays the fragments and discusses why he believes them to be significant. The 
video offers a point of view that may support or contradict the conclusions arrived at by the students.  

   The Writing on the Wall provides students with an opportunity to work with primary sources and develop critical thinking skills while giving teachers 
with an exciting resource aligned to the new curriculum. The relationship between strong pedagogical models (like historical thinking concepts) and 
museum outreach kits will continue to inform the development of outreach resources at the Royal BC Museum.  

   This kit was developed for the Ministry of International Trade and Responsible for Asia Pacific Strategy and Multiculturalism by the Royal BC 
Museum, in partnership with Open School BC, the Ministry of Education and the Legacy Initiatives Advisory Council. For an in-depth educational 
resource on Chinese Canadian history from Open School BC and the Ministry of Education, see “Bamboo Shoots: Chinese Canadian Legacies in BC,”  
 
http://www.openschool.bc.ca/bambooshoots/ 
 
 For a complete list of Royal BC Museum outreach resources, visit http://royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/learn/school-programs/outreach-kits  

http://historicalthinking.ca/historical-thinking-concepts
http://historicalthinking.ca/historical-thinking-concepts
http://www.openschool.bc.ca/bambooshoots/teacher/game/Time_Shuffle_Instructions.pdf
http://royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/learn/school-programs/outreach-kits
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Resource Pages 

Better Educate is a resource site that teachers can log into to find 
lesson plans, worksheets, and ideas for their classes. Teachers can 
also subscribe to follow other teachers or groups to find their 
postings easily. 
 
You can join the community and share your resources with others. 
As Derek Smith smartly noted in his disclaimer: “documents 
Powerpoints are often my own, but may include work of others, or 
be reworkings of previously published work. Due to the nature of 
sharing between teachers and years of creating/reworking 
resources, accurate attribution is not possible. Any inappropriate 
use is unintentional. All shared content is intended for non-profit, 
classroom use.” 
 
 

TeachBC is a similar website that many teachers in BC have known and 
loved for years.  
 
The website allows you to look up a particular topic, search the results, 
read the description of the resource, download lesson plans and 
handouts, and recommend the resource to others. 
 
A great place to start for any new course or for revising an old one! 
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The MyPITA Conference held in May at the Whistler Westin Resort was from all 
accounts a great success. The main speakers at this event were Dr. Peter 
Liljedahl, Amy Burvall, and Adrienne Gear. 

I was able to sit in on Adrienne Gear’s talk regarding reading power. She kept 
the audience enthralled with her presentation on how her elementary students 
learn about various non-fiction books and writing styles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gear tries to entice students to acquire a greater voice and vocabulary in writing. The first part of any writing is the beginning, or “The Hook,” and she 
showed the audience how students work on creating organized and exciting prose with worksheet, lists, and by knowing “triple scoop” words. Gear 
confesses that she often uses food for analogies to help students remember various writing techniques. “Triple Scoop” words are adjectives that 
combat boring word choices and choppy sentences that might put 
teachers to sleep. Three scoops of ice cream won’t put anyone to sleep. 
For example, “hot” is a single scoop descriptor. A triple scoop equivalent 
could be “sweltering,” “melting,” “scorching,” or “roasting.” Gear’s talk 
on writing techniques was useful for teachers in both elementary and 
secondary schools. Many students of my students forget that the writing 
mechanics they learned in their English classes are important in Social 
Studies as well.  

On a cool spring Whistler evening, the BCSSTA Executive also took the 
opportunity to hold its meeting before the conference festivities kicked 
off. At the Westin Hotel, BCSSTA President spoke about his recent venture to the American Educational Research Association Conference in Austin, 
Texas. He suggested that the BCSSTA should consider internationalizing its connections and look to high profile academics for future conferences and 

meetings.  

Among other news, the BCSSTA has awarded two $500 bursary awards. Tina Clarke was honored for her current and 
future work in Geography and will be presenting at a national conference later this year. Also,Danielle Zagar won a 
bursary for her project on the Red Cross and explorations into Humanitarian Law. Congratulations to both of them! 

Finally, the Treasurer of the BCSSTA, Christine Paget, was given a congratulatory roasting by her colleagues. Speeches 
and toasts were abundant as news spread of her nearly completed DPhil in Education at Oxford University. This will be 
Christine’s fifth degree as her study looks at the implementation and effects of school resources and teacher 
qualification policies in Brazil (a country she taught in for two years).  She is an inspiration to many executive members 
for her dedicated work as a mother, teacher, and academic. The BCSSTA is grateful for her service over the years.  

 

 

 

MyPITA Conference 

And  

BCSSTA Executive Meeting: 

Whistler Edition 

BCSSTA Treasurer Christine Paget!  
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British ColumBia soCial studies teaChers' assoCiation 

major ConferenCe Bursary appliCation form 

The major conference bursary is designed to provide financial support to members who would like to attend major 
conferences in the field of Social Studies Education, but who cannot fully fund the trip through school or district funds. 

Six bursaries of $500 each will be awarded for conferences per school year. 

Bursary applications will be reviewed considering the following criteria: 

• Current membership in the BCSSTA 
• Relevance of the conference to Social Studies education 
• Relevance of the conference to applicant’s course load 
• Financial need 
• Plan to share learning with colleagues 

 
***Trips chaperoning students are not eligible for this program*** 

The selection committee may, where appropriate, award more than six bursaries at a lower amount or award similar quality 
applications by a random draw. 

To apply, please complete the form below and email it to bcssta@gmail.com. 

I.  General Information 

Name: _______________________________________ Date: _________________________________________ 

Email address: _________________________________  School District: _________________________________ 

School: _______________________________________ Subjects & Grades Taught: ________________________ 

II.  Conference Description 

Please provide a description of the conference and the link to the conference website: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DIMENSIONS       | August 2017       14 

 

 

III.  Budget:  

Please provide your estimated budget for the trip: 

 

 

 

 

IV.  Financial Support 

Please provide a description of the financial support you can access to attend the conference through your school, 
district, or other organization by answering the following questions: 

1.  How much money does your district provide for individual professional development per school year? 

 

 
 

2. Does this funding expire in June of each year, or can you save it over more than one year for a major 
conference? 

 

 
 
3. Does your district or school have another program such as "school effectiveness funds" or a major 

conference fund that you can access?  If so, how much will that provide? 

 

 

 

V.  Willingness to Share Learning 

Please describe how you plan to share your learning with colleagues: 

 

 

 

VI.  Willingness to Write an Article 

 Would you be willing to write a short submission about your conference for the BCSSTA newsletter? 

   Yes       No 

 
Applications for the program are due MARCH 1st of any given school year, and will be awarded by the end of 
that following April.  Bursaries will be distributed upon receipt of proof of registration and receipts for 
conference expenses.  All receipts and proof of registration must be submitted by June 1st of the same school 
year or the bursary will be forfeited.  For more information, please contact the BCSSTA (bcssta@gmail.com). 
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DETOURS: Social Science Education Research Journal 
 

Call for Papers  

Detours: Social Science Education Research Journal (DETOURS) is the official journal of the British Columbia Social Studies Teachers Association in 
partnership with the British Columbia Librarians Association, and the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. DETOURS provides a multidisciplinary 
forum for dialogue on Social Science research, practice, and areas of interest in educational settings. The primary aim of the journal is to foster and 
support dialogue between practitioners and researchers, provide articles of general interest to teachers, offer a platform for researchers to connect 
with teachers, and for teachers to augment their professional development with research.  
 
DETOURS articles arise from the diverse disciplinary fields of the Social Sciences including but not limited to history, geography, political science, law, 
psychology, philosophy, sociology, economics, and anthropology. Articles also emerge from classroom practice and teacher (especially graduate 
student) research. Submissions are not limited to any particular research method, but must be based on rigorous analyses that present original insight 
and be of interest to both teachers and researchers. Regardless of authorship, submissions should minimize jargon and aim to be accessible to readers 
without graduate training. Please see our website, detoursjournal.org, for information about submissions and guidelines. 
 
A distinctive feature of the journal is the platform for dialogue between teachers and researchers. With this in mind, each article will be followed by a 
constructive dialogue in which questions and responses can be shared. These discussions, and a concluding article by the editors, will aim to clarify, 
extend, engage, and connect research and practice. 
  
Editorial Team 
Editors-in-Chief 
Christine Paget 
Dale Martelli 
  
Associate Editors 
Bryn Stephenson 
Chad Reid 
  
Editorial Board 
D. Kevin O’Neill 
Mark Leier 
Graeme Stacey 
Greg Neumann 
Anne Hales 
Larry Kuehn  
 
 
Please review our “About the Journal” page for research article suitability under the “About” section. Authors are encouraged to submit animations, 
movie files, sound files or any additional information for online publication. Please contact our editors directly if you word like to submit audio/video 
files at: bcssta@gmail.com. 
 
If you have any questions, please email our editors at the email address above. 
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The topic for the Law Society of British 
Columbia’s 2017-2018 essay contest is: 
 
Does social media interact with the Rule of 
Law?  
 
 
Eligibility Criteria and Submission 
Guidelines 
The essay contest is open to all Grade 12 
students who are enrolled in the 2017-2018 
academic year and any secondary school 
students currently enrolled in, or who have 
taken Law 12 or Civic Studies 11 in British 
Columbia. 
 
Deadline for submissions is Friday, April 6, 
2018. Late entries will not be accepted. 
 
Some tips and notes to remember 
-Students will be expected to submit an 
original essay that addresses the topic and 
demonstrates their understanding of the 
Rule of Law, its principles, and its 
significance in civil society. 
-The submission must be the original work of 
the student. Research, writing and editing 
must be done solely by the student.  

-The essay must be a minimum of 1000 
words and a maximum of 1500 words.  
-Students must cite at least 3 varied sources 
such as reference materials, government 
documents, legislation, and published 
articles in the body of the essay using any 
academically acceptable referencing style, 
and must include a bibliography. 
-Citations or bibliography should not be 
included in the word count. 
-One entry per student. Further submissions 
with revisions will not be accepted. 
-Essays must be typed and double spaced, 
and include a cover sheet with the student’s 
full name, name of school and grade, 
confirmation of enrollment, email address, 
and phone number. 
-Entries should be submitted as a PDF or MS 
Word document by email to The Law Society 
at essay@lsbc.org or by mail to The Law 
Society of British Columbia, 845 Cambie 
Street, Vancouver BC. V6B 4Z9, to the 
attention of the Policy and Legal Services 
Department. 
 
Judging Criteria 
Entries will be judged on a clear expression of 
ideas, an understanding of the topic, 
originality, and excellence in writing. 

-Content 70%, presentation 30%. 
-The winner and runner up will be chosen by 
a judging panel representing the Law Society 
and the education community. 
-Any submissions that do not comply with 
the eligibility criteria and submission 
guidelines will not be considered. 
 
Awards Presentation and Publication 
The first prize winner will receive an award of 
$1000; the runner up will receive $500. 
-The first place winner and runner up will be 
invited to a special awards presentation held 
at the Law Society in Vancouver, BC.   
-Both the winning and runner up essays will 
be profiled on the Law Society’s website.  
-The Law Society will issue a news release 
announcing the names of the winner and 
runner up. 
- The winning essay will also appear in the 
Benchers’ Bulletin, published by the Law 
Society to update BC lawyers, articled 
students, and the public on policy and 
regulatory decisions of the Benchers, on 
committee and task force work, and on Law 
Society programs and activities.
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