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  This is a new super-sized edition of 
Dimensions as teachers start a new semester. 
As always, the BCSSTA has been working 
hard to add a new event to the school 
calendar. Last year, we partnered with Simon 
Fraser University for the Critical Thinking 
Conference. This year, the BC Labour 
Heritage Centre, SFU’s Labour History 
Program, and the BCSSTA are hosting a one-
day conference, “Teaching Labour History: 
Making Connections” on Friday, February 
15th.  There is a packed program throughout 
the day as presenters, teachers, and 
attendees collaborate at Vancouver 
Technical Secondary School. Be sure to 
peruse the workshop information as well as 
the application for funds before attending 
this event.  
  Mixed in with conference info, this issue 
contains several different advertisements 
and articles from Elections Canada, EF 
Education Tours, Kids Boost Immunity, the 
Ancient Coin Club, and the Canadian Bar 
Association.   
    Lastly, the October Pro-D conference on 
Friday the 19th was a big success with over 
500 teachers from across the province 
gathered together at Van Tech. 
Congratulations to the executive and 
organizing committee for putting on a great 

show. Between workshops, I had the 
opportunity to tour the halls. Attendees told 
me stories about all the entertaining 
presenters they saw. Some of them bragged 
about the amazing swag they got from the 
display tables. It was a fabulous day. 
  This Dimensions issue touches on a few of 
the highlights from Naomi Klein’s keynote 
speech and features some of the 
classroom/hallroom shenanigans (see 
attached photos!) that workshops provided 
to attendees.  
   
Enjoy,  
Chad Reid 
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“Building a 
Better 

Tomorrow: 
Acting Now for a 
Brighter Future” 
 

Friday, October 19th 2018 

 
In partnership with the Peace 
and Global Education Action 

Group (PAGE) 
 

Keynote Speaker: Naomi Klein 
 
  On Friday morning, the BCSSTA executive 
was nervous. We wondered, “How many 
people were actually going to come?” People 
always register late. Traffic could be bad. 
“Will we have to stop people at the door and 
check for ID?” This conference could be 
huge. Each year, the BCSSTA hosts a 
professional development conference open 
to all teachers who teach Social Studies in BC 
schools. However, this event was a little 
different as the BCSSTA partnered up with 
the Peace and Global Education Action 
Group (PAGE) to bring award-winning author 
and activist Naomi Klein to Van Tech. 
Executive members strive to offer a 
compelling keynote address. With over 
500 people coming out to watch Naomi 
Klein’s presentation, the conference had 
more attendees than ever before.  
  Klein opened her talk by reassuring the 
audience that it was not all going to be all 
“doom and gloom.” Her’s was going to be 
a talk on climate change, with some 
optimism. Yet, there were a few threats 
that needed to be acknowledged. She 
began with nods to a few spaces – 
Economic space, Political space, Scientific 
space, and Climate space. These areas 
featured threats for everyone in the world 
today. In the beginning and at the end, 
she declared that educators can help 
people and, importantly, students 
weather these threats. Teachers can 
empower and expose students to the 
rapid changes society is going to need to 
deal with in the coming years. She noted 
that rapid changes have happened in 
recent history (e.g. the Marshall Plan, and 
Canada’s ability to quickly retool factories 

during World War II to serve the needs of the 
military). 
  Klein noted that the recent 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) report was watered down and still a 
bombshell for most people. Things were 
developing at an alarming rate. Climate 
change was still going to create mass global 
migration and cost $54t in “climate costs,” if 
governments and people follow the Paris 
Climate Agreement of 2016. Klein did not 
pull any punches when she declared, “one 
way or another, we are looking toward a 
radical future.” Radical change is required. 
  Soon we will be living in a world without 
many wonderful creatures. We will need a 
space for grieving, as tales of Orca mothers 
carrying their dead calf for days accumulate. 
Fear for the future will rise, but fear should 
be used as a catalyst for action, and a 
catalyst for recognizing the need for change.  
  Klein relayed the tenets of the Leap 
Manifesto has one answer for change. Where 
mainstream Canadian media is failing to 
inform success stories about climate change, 
teachers can show students how cities like 
Stockholm, Copenhagen, and New York are 
becoming models for a new tomorrow. Other 
regions like California, France, Germany, and 
China have pushed for greener methods of 
living. Canada’s current government declares 
itself a friend to the environment and First 
Nations, but at the same time owns a 
pipeline and pushes for a $40b LNG plant in 
BC. Klein outlines how there is a contrast in 
rhetoric and reality. She hopes the core 
principles of the Manifesto can be at the 
front of society’s conversations for a “fairer 
and exciting future.” 

  The Manifesto does not want to have 
workers left behind in the development of a 
national infrastructure. It advocates for the 
polluter to pay for costs against the 
environment. “Care work is climate work” as 
the modernization of city infrastructure and 
public work projects can help resolve rising 
costs from natural disasters and weather 
events. Also, First Nations should benefit 
from the renewable energy projects they 
create. People should receive funding for 
their renewable energy initiatives, as well as 
receive compensation for the heavy 
industrial activity surrounding their 
communities and affecting their health. 
  Klein ended her talk by outlining numerous 
cases of change to take inspiration from. 
Today’s youth are beginning to make noise 
within the climate movement. Greta 
Thunberg has received a tremendous 
amount of attention in her case against 
Sweden’s government to reduce carbon 
emissions. Various First Nations have begun 
to voice their concerns more vociferously 
than ever. Klein cited the protests against 
the National Energy Board by the Heiltsuk in 
Bella Bella as one example. Teachers will play 
a role for helping young people harness the 
confidence, skills, and knowledge to rise up 
in this new decade of climate crisis. 
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Previous Conference 
Keynote Speakers 

 
2012   
“Rights and Responsibilities: Thinking 
Locally, Acting Globally”  
--‐L Gen. Romeo Dallaire   
--‐Amy Burvall   
---Peter Seixas 
 
2013   
“Making Sense of Changing Worlds”  
--‐Joel Bakan   
---John Myers 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2014    
“Ancient Wisdom, Modern World”  
---Wade Davis 
 
2015   
“Living in a World of Conflict”  
--- Dr. Samantha Nutt 
 
2016   
“Media and Truth in the 21st Century”  
--‐Mohamed Fahmy   
---Althia Raj 
 
 
 
 

 
2017  
“Making History: Perspectives on Historical 
Thinking” 
---Gwynne Dyer 
---Roxanne Panchasi 
---Mark Leier 
---Fabio Lopez Lazaro 

 

 

 

This year’s conference featured a pre-conference 
screening of Naomi Klein’s environmental 

documentary, “This Changes Everything.” The 
screening was sold out! Hosted by the Vancouver 
International Film Festival theatre, people started 

lining up out the door 45minutes before the show for 
stand-by tickets. Big thanks to all teachers who 

attended the Naomi Klein double whammy! 
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May 5, 1945 – Nazi forces finally surrender, and 
Canadian and Allied troops liberate the Netherlands 
after months of battling to push out the Nazis. 

More than seven decades later, the connection forged 
between Canadians and the Dutch has stayed strong. 
In May 2020, on the 75th anniversary of Victory in 
Europe Day, your students can discover for 
themselves how the unique histories and 
contributions of the Allied forces continue to influence 
modern European life and our world today. 

To see our VE Day tours, visit eftours.ca/ve  
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Teaching Labour History: Making Connections 
Conference 

 

Vancouver Technical Secondary School  
February 15, 2019 

 
Sponsored by: BCSSTA, BC Labour Heritage Centre, Simon Fraser University Labour Studies Program 

       

The Planning Committee would like to acknowledge the generous financial support of the following:  
BCTF, Community Savings Credit Union, WorkSafe BC, and UFCW 1518 
 
 
 
Schedule 
8:15 am             Registration desk and Display tables open (4th Floor) 
9:00-10:15        Welcome, introductions and Plenary panel discussion (Music Room) 
10:15-10:30     Coffee (4th floor) 
10:30-12:00     Workshop 1 (4th Floor) 
12:00-1:00        Lunch (Hot lunch provided by a grant from UFCW local1518) (4th Floor) 
1:00-2:30          Workshop 2 (4th Floor) 
2:30-2:45          Door prizes (4th Floor) 
3:00-5:00          Social gathering at Charlatan’s 1447 Commercial Drive 
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WORKSHOP DESCRIPTONS: 
 
 

Hidden Histories of Women Workers In – and Out – of the Labour Movement 
 
Presenters: Janet Nicol and Marica Toms 
 
   More than 300 workers—most of them female—organized into the Laundry Workers Union in Vancouver in 1918.   Over four months these “girl 
strikers” picketed at seven steam laundries.  In the first half of the presentation, Janet Nicol tells their story and suggests relevant ways to teach students 
about working women’s struggles. 
   Between 1918 and 1960, many women who lived in Strathcona, Vancouver’s oldest neighbourhood, worked there and in adjacent Chinatown. The 
majority of them were marginalized and/ or racialized and did work traditionally regarded neither important nor worthy of inclusion in trade unions. 
Yet, what they created supported families and, whether in entertainment, food services or light industry, contributed economically and socially to 
Vancouver’s vibrant life.  Marcy Toms tells stories of Black, Asian and Indigenous women who have been hidden from history, and whose time to be 
visible is long past due. 
 
 
Presenters’ biographies: 
Janet Nicol taught Social Studies in Vancouver for 29 years, retiring from Killarney Secondary in 2017.  Volunteer work includes the BC Labour Heritage 
Centre, summer workshops with teachers in Mongolia, Peru and Tanzania and serving on boards of BC Historical Federation and the Vancouver 
municipal Youth Justice Committee.   Her freelance writing blog is at http://janetnicol.wordpress.com/ 
Marcia Toms is a retired Vancouver secondary teacher with a long history of social and political activism both in and out of the BCTF. She has a Master’s 
degree in Women’s Studies from SFU and is interested in social movements, particularly in terms of the activism of women. Currently, she is involved 
with the BC Labour Heritage Centre and as a volunteer conversational language mentor for refugees and new Canadians at Frog Hollow Neighbourhood 
House in East Vancouver. 
  

Child Labour: Then and Now 
 

Presenters: Helesia Luke and John Decaire 
   This session will explore child labour in an historic and global context, changes to BC’s employment standards act in 2003 that lowered the work-start 
age and the subsequent increase in child work-related injuries. 
   Presenters will also discuss Canada’s recent ratification of the International Labour Organization’s Convention 138 and the current campaign in BC to 
modernize employment standards to recognize the unique vulnerabilities of children and adolescents. 
 

Presenters’ biographies: 
Helesia Luke has over twenty years of communications and community organizing experience on some of the most pressing public interest issues in 
Canada, including climate change, poverty, homelessness, child labour and public education. Helesia has authored and edited numerous studies on 
child labour and BC’s employment standards. Prior to joining the First Call team, Helesia worked at the Columbia Institute. 
John Decaire is  a member of the Labour History Project Education workgroup and has contributed lessons on the Working people of British Columbia 
as well as developing lessons and resource materials to support the Day of Mourning commemoration in Public Schools. He currently teaches in the 
Surrey School District 

The ‘Other’ Labour Movement – Workers of the Transpacific 
 

Presenters: John Price and Hayne Wai 
From earliest times, newcomers from across the Pacific joined Indigenous peoples as key figures in the labour history of the province. Workers from 
China, Hawai’i, Japan, and South Asia laboured in resource industries, on the railways and in the factories, and were later joined by those from Korea, 
the Philippines and many other places. Often branded as strikebreakers, they worked as fishers, miners, farmworkers, and they organized unions yet 
their stories still remain largely on the margins of labour history. Look to the past to reshape our futures. 
 
 
Presenters’ biographies 
John Price is the former coordinator of the Labour Studies Program, Capilano University, and professor emeritus at the University of Victoria where he 
taught Asian and Asian Canadian history. 
Hayne Wai is a founding member and past president of the Chinese Canadian Historical Society of BC. http://www.cchsbc.ca/   He has been a researcher 
and involved in Chinese Canadian issues for several decades and is a former sessional instructor at the Faculty of Education, UBC. 
 

http://janetnicol.wordpress.com/
http://www.cchsbc.ca/%C2%A0
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The History of Indigenous Labour in BC: The Importance of Teaching About It 
 

Presenters: Carol Arnold and Sarah Purdy 
In this workshop, we will be introduced to the history of First Nation involvement in the colonial economy in B.C. and the roots of activism and 
resistance.  Indigenous labour leaders and their attempts to organise will be discussed.  Sarah will introduce her new lesson Indigenous Workers in the 
Early History of British Columbia developed for the new Social Studies 9 curriculum in this session. 
 
Presenters’ biographies 
Carol Arnold is of Metis-Cree heritage and teaches Social Studies and B.C. First Nations Studies 12 at Gulf Islands Secondary on Salt Spring Island. She 
has taught for 29 years am currently a member of the Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee for BCTF and that work includes workshop writing and 
facilitation. 
Sarah Purdy is Secondary Social Studies teacher at Byrne Creek Secondary school.  In addition to Social Studies courses 8-11, she also teaches history, 
law and Social Justice 12. She has been an active member of the Labour History Working group and authored a number of lessons including a full unit 
for Social Justice 12. 

 
Overview of BC Labour History: “On the Line” 

 
Presenters: Rod Mickleburgh and Wayne Axford 
On the Line: A History of the BC Labour Movement provides an overview of the struggles and issues that working people and their unions faced as they 
set out to build the British Columbia we know today. The workshop highlights the role of Indigenous labour, immigrant labour and the role of women 
in building our economy over close to two centuries. The role of workers in major resource industries, the two world wars, the depression, the post war 
social contract and its attack by government that gave rise to Solidarity and the rise of public sector unions and their battle over bargaining rights with 
right wing governments. Workshop participants will be directed to lesson plans that address many of these topics and will also be provided with a free 
copy of the book On the Line: A History of the BC Labour Movement by Rod Mickleburgh. 
 
Presenters’ biographies 
Wayne Axford is a mostly retired Social Studies teacher from Burnaby. He is a member of the BCSSTA Executive and the Education consultant for the 
Labour Heritage Centre. Wayne is also a guide for the BC Labour History Walking tours on Vancouver. 
Rod Mickleburgh is a former labour reporter for the Vancouver Sun and Province and senior writer for The Globe and Mail. He is also the author of The 
Art of the Impossible: Dave Barrett and the NDP in Power, 1972–1975 (co-authored with Geoff Meggs). 
Rod is also a guide for the BC Labour History Walking tours on Vancouver. 

 
“Making Labour History Work for Students: Experiential Learning, the Work Process, and the Paper Airplane Game.” 

 
Presenters: Mark Leier and Dale Martelli 
This workshop will examine some of the difficulties in teaching labour history in schools. These range from labour history’s highly political nature, to the 
current sense that history is irrelevant, to the demands of content and pedagogy in the school system. We’ll then work through an example of 
experiential learning that can help overcome some of these problems. It will be a “hands-on” participatory workshop, and we will draw out lessons and 
ideas for the future from it. 
 
Presenters’ biographies 
Mark Leier is a professor in the history department at SFU and has taught labour history in schools, universities, and unions. He is the author of several 
books and article on labour and left history, and has written on teaching techniques and ideas. 
Dale Martelli is the Social Studies Department Head and Flex Humanities Coordinator at Vancouver Technical School where he teaches Social Studies, 
History and Philosophy 12. He is the President of the British Columbia Social Studies Teachers Association and Editor-in-chief of the Detours Social 
Science Education Research Journal Currently he is completing his PhD at Simon Fraser University. 
  

Changing Nature of Work 
Presenter: Kendra Strauss 
This session will focus on how Labour Studies addresses themes of the changing world of work and the future of work, and how these themes can be 
integrated in the new curriculum for Social Studies. We will cover themes like precarious employment, automation and technological change, the ‘gig’ 
economy, the green jobs transition, and migration. The session will include a presentation, groups discussions, and a hands-on curriculum activity. 
 
Presenter’s biography 
Kendra Strauss is Associate Professor and Director of the Labour Studies Program at Simon Fraser University. She is a human geographer with interests 
in labour market change, migration, precarious work and social inequality. 
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History of Health and Safety in British Columbia 
 

Presenters:  Al Cornes, Suzie Mah and Robin Schooley 
The focus of this workshop is on major events in BC public and worker health and safety from the latter part of the 19th century and early 20th century 
and how these events led to the creation of new public health and workplace regulations, standards, and laws for BC workers.  Materials will include 
teaching ideas appropriate for Social Studies 9, 10, 11, Law Studies 12, Career Life Education, and Career Life Connections. 
Some of the content will include public health disasters, coal mining disasters, child labour, the collapse of the Ironworkers Memorial Bridge, and injuries 
in the commercial fishing, farmworker, and asbestos industries.  In addition to historical content, participants will be reviewing health and safety basics, 
resources from the BC Labour Heritage Centre, WorkSafe BC, and the Day of Mourning:  BC Schools Project. 
 

Presenters’s biographies 
Suzie Mah is a Vancouver teacher who is currently an online career education teacher working at the Vancouver Learning Network.  She has 
developed several career education courses, each with a health and safety component.  In addition to teaching in this field, Suzie has over 30 years 
working with elementary, high school, and adult students – both as an elementary generalist and teaching English language learners (ELL).  Suzie is a 
Labour Heritage Center Education Committee member and a long-time union activist. She believes that teaching health and safety practices is key in 
our schools today.  “So many of our youth get their first part time jobs when they hit 15 and as a teacher, I want to make sure they understand their 
rights and responsibilities as a young worker as well as understand how BC workers won these rights.” 
Al Cornes is a retired teacher who is currently the Chair of the Labour History Project Curriculum Committee and is the Project Manager for the BC 
Schools Day of Mourning Project with a focus on young worker safety. Prior to his retirement, he served in senior staff roles at the BC Teachers’ 
Federation.  He taught for 10 years in Social Studies at various grade levels. 
Robin Schooley (WorkSafe BC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vancouver Technical Secondary 
School 

2600 East Broadway 

 

 

I’m interested!!! 

Where is it? 
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APPLICATION FOR FUNDS FOR LABOUR STUDIES CONFERENCE  

FEBRUARY 15, 2019 VANCOUVER TECHNICAL SECONDARY SCHOOL 9AM-3PM 

 Please note: Some funds have been allocated by donors to be prioritized according to school district of origin.  
Applications will be considered on a first-come-first-served basis, with priority to Social Studies teachers, 
members of the BCTF, and BCSSTA members.  Travel expenses up to a maximum of $350 per teacher will be 
awarded with appropriate receipts.  

 Name:___________________________________________________  

  

School District:______________________________________________  

  

Do you teach Social Studies courses? ___________  

  

Are you a BCTF member? ____________  

  

Are you a BCSSTA member? ____________  

 TTOC Coverage Do you need TTOC Coverage? X the one that applies to you  

 Yes, full day  ________ Yes, but AM only ___________ Yes, but PM only __________ No ________  

 Expenses Note: Expenses are reimbursed to a maximum of $350 as follows: Kilometers of car travel: $0.54 per 
kilometer.  No receipt required, just origin of travel on expense form Breakfast $14 (no receipt required – flat rate) 
Lunch $16 (no receipt required – flat rate) Dinner $26 (no receipt required – flat rate) Hotel $140 maximum (receipt 
required) Flight, up to $350 total (receipt required)  

 Next Steps: 1.  Send you completed fund application (this form) to: bcssta@gmail.com.  You will be informed of 
approval of your application and sent an expense form and instructions 2. After the Conference, email 
bcssta@gmail.com with completed expense for and required recipts 3. Receive cheque in mail approximately 4 
weeks after expense submission 

 
 

 



DIMENSIONS       | February 2019 11 

 

 

 

Vancouver Ancient Coin Club Contest! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  What do the Constitution Train and wizards have in common? They are both part of 
Elections Canada’s new suite of learning resources designed for secondary school 
students. Each lesson is designed to fit in one class period, and to spark questions and 
engagement. Inquiry learning, historical thinking and conversations about elections 
and democracy are the beating heart of these free activities. 

  The Constitution Train is part of a case study, Aboriginal and Treaty Rights in 
Canada’s Constitution, that comes with Civic Action: Then and Now. Students watch a 
short video overview of the actions taken by First Nations, Inuit and Métis people and 
groups in 1981 and 1982 around the constitutions talks. One highlighted action is the 
Constitution Train – George Manuel and the Union of BC Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) rented 
two trains that brought 1000 BC First Nations people from Vancouver to Ottawa to 
lobby parliamentarians, participate in demonstrations and other actions that, along 
with other actions, resulted in the inclusion of Section 35 (Aboriginal and Treaty 
Rights) in Canada’s Constitution. 

  In the activity, students examine a variety of civic actions taken 
by individuals and groups, and they sort those actions into 
different categories in the model of civic action provided. Based 
on the work of Dr. Alan Sears, the model has four sections: 
participating as an individual, working together as a group, 
building public support and working through the political system. 
While the teacher’s guide provides suggested placements, the 
conversation that students have is the most important part of the 
activity. Suggested discussion questions and an exit card are 
provided to expand student thinking and provide opportunities 
for feedback. You can also have students examine the other case 
study (Women and the Vote in Manitoba) or students can use the 
model to start planning their own civic action.  

 

Each student who correctly answers five questions relating to the coin 
to be won, will be entered into the draw to win this genuine ancient 
Roman coin, as well as a book on ancient Greek and Roman coins. 
 
Check out the club’s website for questions and contest rules: 
https://vanancientcoinclub.wixsite.com/vacc 
 
Vancouver Ancient Coin Club has been offering an annual award 
contest to BC students for the past 12 years, primarily through 
Vancouver area schools.  As their contest is available for all BC 
teachers and their students, they would like to reach as many teachers 
and students throughout the province. 
 
Club members greatly appreciate the work of BC teachers and have 
donated numerous books and ancient coins to teachers and their 
students over the past years. 
 
 

Canada’s Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) Stephane 
Perrault works with grade 9 students in Nova Scotia to 
understand how citizens can take civic action. 

Photo Credit: Dean Casavechia 

The Constitution 
Train, Wizards, and 

new Elections 
resources 

By Rachel Collishaw 
 

https://electionsanddemocracy.ca/civic-action-then-and-now
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  This activity, like all of them, is available in French and English, and in language-learner versions for both languages as well. We have found that 
French Immersion students and English Language Learners both benefit from the reduced and simplified text so that they can spend more of the time 
talking about the issues that matter to them. 

  But what about the wizards?? In Does Voting Matter? students participate in a voting simulation activity with four parties running for “Class 
President”: the wizards, the zombies, the dinosaurs, and the captain’s party - we couldn’t use pirates because that is a real Canadian political party! 
Students read ready-made campaign speeches, and then have a series of elections with different conditions: open or secret ballots, low voter turnout, 
etc. When a party is elected, everyone in the class must do what that party promised (eg. Walk like a zombie), whether they voted for them or not.  

  Students usually grumble at having to do something that they didn’t vote for, and that emotional engagement is what we are looking for! After the 
simulation, students watch a short video with real Canadian citizens talking about why voting matters to them. Like all of the lessons, this one ends 
with discussion questions and an exit card to get students to reflect on what they learned, and ask more questions.  

 

 

 

We also have resources that specifically support History and Geography curriculum: 

 

 

The campaign signs for the parties in Does Voting Matter? activity 

In Voting Rights Through Time, 
students examine cases of 
inclusion and exclusion since 
1867 by using a “Timeline with 
Attitude.” This hands-on activity 
is based in Historical Thinking, 
specifically Continuity and 
Change. Current case studies 
include Japanese-Canadians, 
Women, and Youth. Blank cards 
are available online to build your 
own case studies, or to structure 
student research. 

https://electionsanddemocracy.ca/does-voting-matter
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 All of our resources are free for teachers across Canada. You can order them from our new website: electionsanddemocracy.ca and we will ship them 
directly to you. You can also download everything from the website at any time. If you do use them in your classroom, we want to know about it! 
Connect with us on Twitter (@democracyCA) or Facebook (Elections and Democracy) to share what is happening in your classroom, and to see what 
teachers and students across Canada are doing too! 

 
Rachel Collishaw 
Elections Canada 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Geography of Elections, we ask students to consider 
the inquiry questions: What is my federal electoral 
community? How does it compare to others? 

https://electionsanddemocracy.ca/geography-elections
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Law Week is Coming!!! 
Organized by the Canadian Bar Association  

BC Branch 
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ENTRY FORM FOR “MEET THE CHIEFS” STUDENT FORUM Thursday, March 7, 2019 
  
  
 Arrive at 10:30 am, forum from 11:00 am – 12:00 pm  
  
  
Please return this completed form no later than Friday, February 8, 2019 to 
events@cbabc.org  Successful applicants will be notified by Monday, February 11, 2019. A 
total of 100 students in Vancouver will receive tickets (tickets per school will be determined 
based on the number of applications).  
  
APPLICANT INFORMATION: School Name:  
School Address (Street Address, City, Postal Code):  
Contact  Name:  
Phone Number: Email:  
  
  
  
QUESTIONS: What class is attending (Law, Social Studies, etc.)?  
  
  
  
How many students could you guarantee to attend the Forum?  
  
  
  
Are you willing to encourage your students to prepare questions for the Chiefs prior to the 
event?  
  
  
  
  
Important Notes: The event will take place at the Museum of Vancouver located at 1100 
Chestnut Street, Vancouver from 11:00 am – 12:00 pm. Transportation is the responsibility 
of the participant. This is a secured ticketed event and each audience member will need to 
have their name on the guest list in advance of the event. Number of tickets awarded will 
include tickets for both students and teachers/chaperones.  All students will be required to 
sign a standard photography waiver stating their image can be used as part of any CBABC 
promotional efforts.  
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BCSSTA Executive/Special General Meeting Agenda and Minutes 
30 November 2018 @BCTF Building 4:30-7:00 

 
 
Post meeting: Reservations @ Charlatan’s (on Commercial Street) 
 
1. Call to Order /Attendance/Introductions 
 

Present: Dale Martelli, Chris Moon, Greg Neumann, Bryn Stephenson, Stephanie Henderson, Glen Thielmann, Leah 
Judd, Stephan Biela, Christine Paget. Wayne Axford, Christine Paget. Jason Hudson - skype, Derek Smith - skype 

 
Regrets: Ryan Holly, Chad Reid 
 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 
Moved  Bryn Stephenson  Seconded Dave Henderson  PASSED 
 

3. Prior Minutes (review & adopt) September 2018 Meeting 
Moved  Stephanie Henderson  Seconded Leah Judd    PASSED 
 

4. President’s Report 
 

• PSAC (Greg) 
- Greg had sent by email. Complaints about finance budget lessons being over their heads. Glenn talked 

about bargaining, can play that card a lot better. 400 FTE unfilled.  
- Money for rural members, three special grants, 6000 each for rural members to get to conferences. Please 

refer to written report.  
- Questions about grant forms were clarified with the PSA coordination.  
- People who are stakeholders in assessment are being ignored.  
- K-12 funding model will be controversial. Seem to be holding back til Dec 21st for when we all go on 

holiday. 
- (Glen) There will opposition to the new IEP assessment system 

 
• ACS/OHASSTA Conference -“history teachers national network” 

- To what extent should we engage in creating a new national association. There is the idea of having 
(provincial) Presidents meet once a year. Might be a vehicle for university driven programs. Will need 
someone to take the lead and represent the BCSSTA.  

- Dale suggested that Wayne be our representative.  
- Wayne accepted the suggestion. And asked that he be given a set of points we want to raise.  
- Dale pointed out this is ‘History’ and leaves out other Social Studies areas ex. Geography. And that not all 

provinces even have PSA’s. Not interested in being part of another substantial organizational structure. 
Could focus on facilitating conversation between presidents / representatives.  

- Glen pointed out the existence of the National History Teachers’ Summer institute / conference. 
- Stephen prefers local and provincial energies rather than national.  
- Derek: Facebook or skype would work better. 

 
• NTC workshops? 

- Glen would be looking after this. No workshops have been prepared. Dale asked if we have workshops that 
we could present. Wayne could do labour history. Will look to Nick to do Critical thinking workshop.  

 
• Jeremy Brown Letter of Support: Graduate Certificate in History 

- Dale has prepared a letter endorsing this. 
 
MOTION BIRT the BCSSTA officially endorse the creation of a Graduate Certificate in History at SFU 
Moved Bryn Stephenson Seconded Stephen Biela    
 It would be a ‘plus 5’ not at ‘plus 15’   
-PASSED 
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• “BC was Awesome”: Video Support Team – Christine & Derek 
 

https://www.vancouverisawesome.com/bcwasawesome/ 
 
Support team to include Derek, Chris and Christine. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report/Special General Meeting – Christine  

Moved - Seconded -  PASSED 

6. Conference Review 
• Greg was happy with Ms. Klein. Went smoothly. 
• Chad via Bryn mentioned that a couple people pointed out that it was over priced. And workshops were more of the 

same.  
• Leah people from her district felt it was good and that the key note was important. 
• Glen felt that Naomi was a little over priced and wondered if we’d get similar numbers with a much cheaper 

presenter. 
• Samantha Nutt had very good draw. But Mohammed Fahmy was not as packed.  
• Apparently there was a competing indigenous education conference that could account for the fact that there were 

some empty seats. 
• Wayne felt that the topic was more important than the speaker to some extent… and “we didn’t learn anything 

new”. 
• Greg agreed with Wayne about the focus on the topic over the person but do want to give our members memorable 

moments. 
• Seth Klein was a great addition to the line-up. Considering we got him for free. 
• Dave added that a lot of people came for Klein. But those that didn’t, felt it was contrived.  

 
7. Detours Journal 

• Dale Chad Christine and Bryn met this morning and are reviewing three articles. Have added more reviewers. There 
is a blurb on the Detours Journal Website.  

• Looks like this might actually be viable as people are signing on. 
• There is a double blind review process. 
• It’s about connecting teachers and researchers. 

 
8. Professional Grant Bursary Committee (Ryan and Jason) 

• No report; May be looking for using some grant money for the Genocide Conference. 
 

9. Labour Studies February Conference (Wayne) 
• February 15th is at Van Tech. It will be a Vancouver Pro-D day. Looking at 100 teachers attending. Have attended 

some financing. Several organizations have pitched in grants. VanCity  
• Work Safe BC is supporting 
• Executive business will be dealt with at lunch 
• Several workshops have been already selected. 
• We will put this out on the list-serve to give our members first crack at this 
• It will be free for participants because of support from organizations. 

 
10. Facing History and Ourselves Partnership &  June Conference 

@ SFU Harbour Centre, 24-25 June and VHEC 26 June 
BCCSTA Bursaries 
Program: 30 Participants.  
https://www.facinghistory.org/ 
  
Looking at 30 to 40 teachers to attend. Workshops are going to be incredible. It will be at Harbour Center. Hoping to get Wade 
Davis to come. Another opportunity for us to be offering smaller conference. 
 
MOTION BIRT the BCSSTA supports in principle the Facing History and Ourselves Conference in June 2019. 

https://www.vancouverisawesome.com/bcwasawesome/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
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Moved – Leah Judd Seconded – Bryn Stephenson   PASSED 

 
Leah spoke to quality of the resources and workshops she has experienced and supported this motion strongly. Their website is 
great. There will be bursaries and no TOC costs that time of the year for most districts.  

 
11. LSA Reports 

 Kelowna: received grant from school district so looking at different applications from teachers for pro-d. List serve has been 
crashed and is all new members 326 on the list serve. Fully in compliance.  
 
Prince George: Usual sort of thing. Started a project for a field study at a local cemetery. An on-going student project. Longitudinal 
study of dead people. Suggested names for the new Victoria PSA 
 
Sunshine Coast: Funding in place. A teacher went to the parliamentary institute. Holding a resource fair. 
Victoria: Very preliminary meetings with a couple teacher in the district. Victoria and Saanich districts 
 

12. Articulation Reports 
-History no report    -Geography no report 
 

13. Communications – Chad 
The News Letter is two weeks away.  
Materials needed for the New Teachers conference. Will look to Historica and Canada’s History for magazines and maps etc. Fliers 
etc. Greg will go through exhibitors. Stephanie suggested fliers and Dimensions  

 
14. Conference Talk:  

Speaker & Theme 

A proposed war museum exhibit would be expensive. Margarette MacMillan is a possibility. A young Suki Kim expert on North 
Korea. Angela Davis, liberating minds. And a few others. Thomas King would be good. Sherman Alexie would also be a possibility. 
Dustin Louie might be good. What’s our role in reconciliation? Getting over our nervousness about reconciliation and get on with 
it. Thomas King was emphasized.  

Dale asked for a wordsmith to craft a theme and nominated Stephen, Greg, and Bryn. 

 Dale will put a list together and we’ll choose by email. 

 
15. Other Items 

• DVD’s for endorsement from the Kings players. Need people to review and decide whether or not to endorse.  
• Glen reported about PIAC  

 
 

16. Next Meeting  February 15th 2019 
17. Adjournment 

 
Motion to adjourn: Bryn Stephenson Seconded – Stephen Biela  

 
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA 
 
Motion to adopt the agenda as presented. 
Moved Greg Neumann   Seconded Wayne Axford   PASSED 
 

1. Treasures Report 
• Christine reviewed the annual financial statements from the previous year. 
• Executive meetings and TOC costs far and away exceeded their line-items.  
• Consequence is cutting an executive meeting out of the 2018-2019 year.  
• Operating line for conferences is now down to 3000 from 8000. 
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• Increased catering because we had to. 
• Current amounts in our accounts had 17,000 but November expenses and deposits etc balanced out to be about 

25,000 to 30,000… have about 30,000 to 32,000 to operate until next conference. Last year we spent over 80,000 last 
year which means we have less than half the operating budget. 

• We paid 20,000 for catering this year.  
• Wayne asked about concerns and cautions for this year in light of the budget. 
• Christine said we need to be careful. We have two partnerships and conferences so we need to be careful about what 

we promise. Our best year was Samantha Nutt.  
• Dale asked about bursaries. They have been cut down from 4000 to 3000. Not sure how much money we’ll have in 

June.  
• Discussion about Bursary amounts in the budget.  Suggested 200 each for 10 in total. 

 
MOTION 
BIRT the 2018 – 2019 Proposed Budget for the BCSSTA be adopted as presented. 
Moved – Wayne Axford Seconded - Greg Neumann  PASSED 
 
MOTION to Adjourn 
Moved Stephan Beila   Seconded Greg Neumann  PASSED 
 
 
**ATTACHMENTS: Two attachments – Letter to Dr. Jeremy Brown and 2018-2019 Proposed Budget** 
 

 
Dr. Jeremy Brown        30 November 2018 
Department of History 
Simon Fraser University 
 
                 

RE: Graduate Certificate in History  

Dear Dr. Brown,  

The BCSSTA wholeheartedly supports the creation of a “Graduate Certificate in History” and we strongly believe it will be of great interest for our 
teachers and members.  

Yours truly,  

 Dale R. Martelli  

BCSSTA President  
604-809-6929  
dalemartelli@gmail.com bcssta@gmail.com  

 

British Columbia Secondary School Teachers’ Association  
 

 

www. bcssta .wordpress.com 
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PSA Member Grant - Form 2
Proposed budget for 2018-19

PSA Name:
PSA # Y-590 <- (Enter # here 3 digits) Fiscal Fiscal Fiscal

2017-18 2017-18 2018-19

BCTF GL  PSA 
BCTF  
Sub-
code

Budget Actuals Proposed 
Budget

901000 Y-590 Ending 2017-18 Income surplus (deficit)  $     60,305.88  $    48,756.83 9,317.11$       +

902000 Y-590 Less Portion of income surplus held as reserve June 30, 2018* for future years. -

903000 Y-590 Conference surplus outside account, June 30, 2018 13.32 13.32 504.70 +

904000 Y-590 9930 Membership/subscriptions fees 14,158.00 12,700.00 12,700.00 +
904000 Y-590 9930 BCTF members 245.00 @ 30.00$      7,350.00 +
904000 Y-590 9930 Students/Retirees 77.00 @ 15.00$      1,155.00 +
904000 Y-590 9930 Subscribers 55.00 @ 57.75$      3,176.25 +
904000 Y-590 9931 BCTF grant See Sheet 8,000.00$ 5,560.00 5,560.00 8,000.00 +
904000 Y-590 9933 Sale of back issues +
904000 Y-590 9934 Interest income 333.43 +
904000 Y-590 9935 Project grants +
904000 Y-590 9939 Other Meeting Revenue +
904000 Y-590 9942 Advertising Revenue +

905000 Y-590 9940 Professional Learning/Conference fees 27,432.55 25,000.00 +
905000 Y-590 9941 Professional Learning/Conference grants  +
905000 Y-590 9942 Professional Learning/Conference advertising revenue +
905000 Y-590 9943 Professional Learning/Conference exhibits/sponsorships +
905000 Y-590 9948 Professional Learning/Conference sale of souvenirs +
905000 Y-590 9949 Professional Learning/Conference miscellaneous (specify)* +

Total Income (& Surplus available for use) 80,037.20$     94,796.13$    67,203.06$     =

906000 Y-590 9950 Meeting—executive 7,500.00$       16,352.05$    9,000.00$       -
906000 Y-590 9951 Meeting—table officers 500.00 125.07 500.00 -
906000 Y-590 9952 Meeting—PSA Council* -
906000 Y-590 9953 Meeting—subcommittee 1,000.00 1,599.38 1,500.00 -
906000 Y-590 9954 Meeting—annual general meeting 2,000.00 2,996.96 2,000.00 -
906000 Y-590 9958 TTOC expenses for meetings 7,000.00 17,475.07 7,500.00 -
906000 Y-590 9959 Meeting—other 500.00 382.40 500.00 -

907000 Y-590 9960 Publication—journal 3,000.00 896.85 850.00 -
907000 Y-590 9961 Publication—newsletter 350.00 0.00 300.00 -
907000 Y-590 9962 Publication—other -
907000 Y-590 9969 Publication—equipment -

908000 Y-590 9970 Operating 500.00 709.74 500.00 -
908000 Y-590 9971 Equipment purchase -
908000 Y-590 9972 Chapter support 6,000.00 3,019.50 6,000.00 -
908000 Y-590 9973 Affiliation fees and meetings 2,000.00 2,400.93 1,500.00 -
908000 Y-590 9974 Response to curriculum or development of resources 3,000.00 458.64 750.00 -
908000 Y-590 9975 Projects -
908000 Y-590 9976 Complimentary memberships 100.00 0.00 30.00 -
908000 Y-590 9978 Scholarships 4,000.00 2,000.00 3,000.00 -
908000 Y-590 9979 Miscellaneous 250.00 40.00 250.00 -

909000 Y-590 9980 Professional Learning/Conference—operating 7,500.00 8,084.47 3,000.00 -
909000 Y-590 9981 Professional Learning/Conference—facilities 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 -
909000 Y-590 9982 Professional Learning/Conference—catering 12,500.00 14,552.96 20,000.00 -
909000 Y-590 9983 Professional Learning/Conference—printing -
909000 Y-590 9984 Professional Learning/Conference—promotions -
909000 Y-590 9985 Professional Learning/Conference—committee costs -
909000 Y-590 9986 Professional Learning/Conference—entertainment -
909000 Y-590 9987 Professional Learning/Conference—equipment rental -
909000 Y-590 9988 Professional Learning/Conference—speakers 20,000.00 14,223.40 10,000.00 -
909000 Y-590 9989 Professional Learning/Conference—start up costs -
909000 Y-590 9998 Professional Learning/Conference—hold, future conference expenses* 23.06 -
909000 Y-590 9999 Professional Learning/Conference—miscellaneous (specify)* 1,337.20 0.00 -

Total Expenditures 80,037.20$     85,317.42$    67,203.06$     =

Expected 2018-19 Year End Surplus -$                9,478.71$      -$                =

902000 Y-590 2018-19 Authorized Savings -$                -$               -$                -

Please attach your 2017-18 financial Statements when submitting.
Notes to Accounting:

Income Accounts

Expense Accounts

Rounded to nearest $100

BC SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
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British ColumBia soCial studies teaChers' assoCiation 

major ConferenCe Bursary appliCation form 
 

The major conference bursary is designed to provide financial support to members who would like to attend major 
conferences in the field of Social Studies Education, but who cannot fully fund the trip through school or district funds. Six 
bursaries of $500 each will be awarded for conferences per school year. 

Bursary applications will be reviewed considering the following criteria: 

• Current membership in the BCSSTA 
• Relevance of the conference to Social Studies education 
• Relevance of the conference to applicant’s course load 
• Financial need 
• Plan to share learning with colleagues 

 
***Trips chaperoning students are not eligible for this program*** 
The selection committee may, where appropriate, award more than six bursaries at a lower amount or award similar quality 
applications by a random draw. 
 
To apply, please complete the form below and email it to bcssta@gmail.com. 

I.  General Information 

Name: _______________________________________ Date: _________________________________________ 

Email address: _________________________________  School District: _________________________________ 

School: _______________________________________ Subjects & Grades Taught: ________________________ 

II.  Conference Description 
Please provide a description of the conference and the link to the conference website: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Budget 
Please provide your estimated budget for the trip: 
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IV.  Financial Support 
Please provide a description of the financial support you can access to attend the conference through your school, 
district, or other organization by answering the following questions: 
 

1.  How much money does your district provide for individual professional development per school year? 

 

 
 

2. Does this funding expire in June of each year, or can you save it over more than one year for a major 
conference? 

 

 
 
 
3. Does your district or school have another program such as "school effectiveness funds" or a major 

conference fund that you can access?  If so, how much will that provide? 

 

 

 

V.  Willingness to Share Learning 
Please describe how you plan to share your learning with colleagues: 
 

 

 

 
VI.  Willingness to Write an Article 
Would you be willing to write a short submission about your conference for the BCSSTA newsletter? 
   Yes       No 

 
Applications for the program are due MARCH 1st of any given school year, and will be awarded by the end of 
that following April.  Bursaries will be distributed upon receipt of proof of registration and receipts for 
conference expenses.  All receipts and proof of registration must be submitted by June 1st of the same school 
year or the bursary will be forfeited.  For more information, please contact the BCSSTA (bcssta@gmail.com). 
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DETOURS: Social Science Education Research Journal 
 

Call for Papers  

Detours: Social Science Education Research Journal (DETOURS) is the official journal of the British Columbia Social Studies Teachers Association in 
partnership with the British Columbia Librarians Association, and the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation. DETOURS provides a multidisciplinary 
forum for dialogue on Social Science research, practice, and areas of interest in educational settings. The primary aim of the journal is to foster and 
support dialogue between practitioners and researchers, provide articles of general interest to teachers, offer a platform for researchers to connect 
with teachers, and for teachers to augment their professional development with research.  
 
DETOURS articles arise from the diverse disciplinary fields of the Social Sciences including but not limited to history, geography, political science, law, 
psychology, philosophy, sociology, economics, and anthropology. Articles also emerge from classroom practice and teacher (especially graduate 
student) research. Submissions are not limited to any particular research method, but must be based on rigorous analyses that present original insight 
and be of interest to both teachers and researchers. Regardless of authorship, submissions should minimize jargon and aim to be accessible to readers 
without graduate training. Please see our website, detoursjournal.org, for information about submissions and guidelines. 
 
A distinctive feature of the journal is the platform for dialogue between teachers and researchers. With this in mind, each article will be followed by a 
constructive dialogue in which questions and responses can be shared. These discussions, and a concluding article by the editors, will aim to clarify, 
extend, engage, and connect research and practice. 
  
Editorial Team 
Editors-in-Chief 
Christine Paget 
Dale Martelli 
  
Associate Editors 
Bryn Stephenson 
Chad Reid 
  
Editorial Board 
Kevin O’Neill 
Mark Leier 
Graeme Stacey 
Greg Neumann 
Anne Hales 
Larry Kuehn  
 
 
Please review our “About the Journal” page for research article suitability under the “About” section. Authors are encouraged to submit animations, 
movie files, sound files or any additional information for online publication. Please contact our editors directly if you word like to submit audio/video 
files at: bcssta@gmail.com. 
 
If you have any questions, please email our editors at the email address above. 
 
 

Detoursjournal.org  
 

http://www.detoursjournal.org/index.php/detours/index
http://bcssta.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/bcsstalogo6.png
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