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Happy fall everyone! The leaves are turning 

orange, the coats are escaping the closets, 

your morning coffee now sends smoke 

signals, those who can are likely planning 

their trips to Acapulco while the halls of all 

the schools in BC move, shake, and overflow 

with the present and  future of our province 

and the world. It’s a great time to cuddle in 

with loved ones choose a good book (or 

maybe a good newsletter?), and take stock 

of the important things.   

 

I’d love to snag this moment to introduce 
myself. My name is Liam Patterson-Gram, I 
grew up and still live in the Eastside of 
Vancouver. I am a teacher in my first year of 
service, currently working as a grade 6/7 
split teacher at ¿uuqinak'uuh/Grandview 
Elementary school. I couldn’t be more 
thrilled to be working with the BCSSTA, and 
serving as the link between our executive 
and our membership. I hope that in the 
many Newsletters and other publications to 
come that we get to know each other better.  

Notes From the Desk  

With that in  mind, I’d like to make my first 

call for submissions. If you (yes, you!) would 

like to possibly be published in a newsletter 

directed at your fellow teachers of social 

studies please don’t hesitate to send your 

field trip ideas, reviews, shower-thoughts, 

killer lesson plans, success stories, goofiest 

failures, and most wanted resource requests 

to dimensionsletter@gmail.com. 

 

Welcome, check. Introduction, check. 

Invitation, check. Okay, enjoy the newsletter 

everyone! 
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THE BCSSTA’S ANNUAL PRO-D CONFERENCE  
Friday October 25, 2019 

Vancouver Technical Secondary 
 Our Conference Theme this year is: 

Sharing Lands and Reconciling Narratives with Keynote Speaker Ryan McMahon 

TIME ACTIVITIY LOCATION 

8:00 – 8:45am Registration & Package Pick up Exhibitor Hall and Registration Desks  

8:45 – 9:00am Opening Statements & Introduction of Executive Main Auditorium  

9:00 –   10:15am Ryan McMahon Keynote including Q&A Main Auditorium  

10:15 – 10:30am Movement to Workshops Exhibitor Hall and Classrooms  

10:30 – 12:00pm Morning Workshop Sessions Classrooms  

12:00pm -1:15pm Lunch & AGM 
Cafeteria, Staff Cafeteria (AGM) and 
Exhibitor Hall  

1:15pm –   2:45pm Afternoon Workshop Sessions Classrooms  

   

2:50pm – 3:00pm Closing and Prize Draw Main Auditorium 

Après Social  

Cafeteria and 

Exhibitiors 

Registration and Exhibitors (1st Floor)  

Classrooms for Workshops (2nd and 3rd Floor) 

Main  

Auditorium 

P
arkin

g 

Parking 

P
arkin

g 
P

arkin
g 

Secondary  

Auditorium 

P
arkin

g 

Conference Schedule 
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The BCSSTA is proud to announce our Keynote speaker 

for 2019: Ryan McMahon 

 

 Ryan McMahon is an Anishinaabe comedian, writer, media maker and community activator from Couchiching First Nation 
in Treaty 3 Territory. As the founder & CEO of Makoons Media Group, Ryan brings Indigenous stories to light through conversa-
tions, research & investigation. He provides audiences with an in-depth, challenging analysis of the Indigenous experience & the 
reconciliation movement. Ryan inspires audiences to play their part in building a more equitable country. 

 One of the most decorated Indigenous comedians/writers/media makers working today, Ryan McMahon’s voice has be-
come vital to both Indigenous & non-Indigenous communities – his comedic storytelling style is fast-paced, loose & irreverent as 
he explores the good, the bad & the ugly between Indigenous Country & the mainstream. 

 Recognized as one of Indian Country’s most decorated stand up comedians, Ryan has recorded 5 national comedy spe-
cials since 2010 (Turtle Island Too (CBC TV, 2010), UnReserved (CBC TV, 2012), Red Man Laughing (CBC Radio 1, 2015), CBC Winni-
peg Comedy Festival (Hystereotypes (2011), Good Neighbour (2014). He’s appeared at the prestigious Just For Laughs festival a 
number of times and tours North America independently. McMahon’s special, “ “Ryan McMahon – UnReserved,” made him the 
first Native comedian to ever record a one-hour mainstream comedy special. McMahon’s comedy is irreverent, boundary-pushing, 
and forward-looking as it investigates the good, the bad and the ugly between the collision of Indian Country and the mainstream. 

 Ryan has written for The Globe and Mail, VICE, the New York Times, and the CBC. Currently, Ryan and his team at Trans-
atlantic (Samantha Haywood & Stephanie Sinclair) are getting set to shop a few projects to publishers, including a book (“A 12 
Step Program For Decolonization In Canada – A Seriously Funny Investigation Into Canada’s Addiction to Colonialism.”) based on 
the RTDNA 2018 award-winning radio series, 12 Steps To Decolonization, that McMahon created, wrote and performed for CBC 
Radio 1’s flagship show, Day 6 With Brent Bambury in the summer of 2017. 

 McMahon’s podcasts, Red Man Laughing and Stories From The Land, have garnered over a million and a half downloads 
over the last handful of years. His podcasting, documentary and digital storytelling are an extension of the Indigenous radio story-
telling tradition and has been a part of a new and exciting Indigenous storytelling community that embraces the collision between 
the internet, technology and storytelling. 

 He’s the CEO of the Makoons Media Group and is currently building the world’s only independent Indigenous media 
platform, Indian & Cowboy, which is committed to digital publishing and the internet. 
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 Vendor Offerings 
The annual BCSSTA conference would not be nearly as enriching without our vendors. Every year they come laden down with 

goods, services, and ideas to offer. This year in the conference edition newsletter we wanted thank our wonderful vendors and 

offer our readers something of a catalogue in one fell swoop. Here is that offering. 

Docs for Schools 

Docs For Schools is pleased to return to the BCSSTA Conference as an exhibitor again this year.   We offer free, documentary film 
in-school programming throughout the school year for grades 7 – 12.  Content that can bring the world to your classroom with 
subject-related films that will engage students with issues of our day.  Resource material also comes with each film. 
  
Our themed FOCUS program this Fall offers films on Environmental issues (hotdocs.ca/focus), and in early 2020, we will be an-
nouncing a new in-school program for February to coincide with Black History Month. 

In honour of this year’s BCSSTA conference theme, we are pleased to offer three, free documentary films for BC teachers to 
book during November 4 – 29, 2019. 
- COLONIZATION ROAD (60 min) – Keynote speaker, Ryan McMahon is the host of this doc. 
- STANDING ROCK, Part 1 – SACRED WATER (44 min) 
- STANDING ROCK, Part 2 – RED POWER (44 min) 

  
To learn more about Docs For Schools, stop by our table at the conference or visit our site www.hotdocs.ca/youth   For specific 

details re the special offer for BC teachers, please email Lesley Sparks – lsparks@hotdocs.ca. 

Exploring the humanities and social sciences with Simon Fraser University! 

 
The Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences is offering two great programs to show your students what they can learn and do in the 
humanities and social sciences. 

Discover FASS: Bring your students to our campus and show them the stimulating experience of being an undergraduate stu-
dent! Come attend a live lecture, take a campus tour, and meet a student mentor. We have over 31 lectures for you to choose 
from! 
 
FASS in the Class: Bring SFU and FASS to your classroom! We have a roster of highly successful FASS graduates who are keen to 
share their research and career journeys with your students. Each speaker will bring a unique perspective to their presentation 
and will add value to the learning experience by sharing their knowledge and expertise in a humanities and social sciences sub-
ject. We have over 20 presentations to select from and many can be tailored to fit with your lesson plans.   
 
For more information and to register, please visit www.sfu.ca/fass/visits  

BC Sports Hall of Fame 

'The BC Sports Hall of Fame has recently relaunched their program aimed at inspiring the next generation of students across BC. 
The FREE Hero In You program brings an inducted member of the BC Sports Hall of Fame to your school to talk directly to your stu-
dents. 

The program promotes characteristics such as courage, perseverance and the ability to overcome adversity through inspiring sto-
ries of BC Sport Hall of Fame members. Combined with the opportunity to hear a professional athlete or coach speak about their 
path to success and the chance to see some of the BC Sports Hall of Fame’s most interesting artifacts, the Hero In You program is a 
great way to inspire students from the comfort of your own facility and for FREE. 

For more information about the Hero In You program, contact the BC Sports Hall of Fame at joe@bcsportshall.com.' 

http://hotdocs.ca/focus
http://www.hotdocs.ca/youth
mailto:lsparks@hotdocs.ca
http://trk.cp20.com/click/e3ty-1cgkac-ku3122-7idsvfq3/
http://www.sfu.ca/fass/visits
mailto:joe@bcsportshall.com
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Historica Canada 
 
From Indigenous Perspectives to Official Languages: Historica Canada’s Resources for your Class   

Historica Canada offers programs that you can use to explore, learn and reflect on our history, and what it means to be Canadian. 
The Heritage Minutes, a collection of more than 90 vignettes on topics in Canadian history, is one of its best-known programs. 
The newest Minute tells the story of the Acadian Deportation.  
 
Historica Canada works to include diverse perspectives and experiences - often neglected or excluded from the telling of our 
country’s past - into program materials. The Indigenous Perspectives Education Guide examines Canadian history from Indigenous 
perspectives. Other recent education guides such as Women in Canadian History and Official Languages Act seek to incorporate 
the voices of women, girls, and French-Canadians into historical narratives, while encouraging students to understand that there 
is tremendous diversity within each of these groups. Our Education Portal hosts our hundreds of learning tools, searchable by 
grade level, province, and theme. Anyone can download the PDF learning tools for free, and in either official language.  

All Historica Canada resources are free and bilingual. The education guides are developed in consultation with educators, peda-
gogical and subject experts to ensure that resources complement provincial and territorial curricula across the country.   

 

Sockeye Salmon Odyssey by Brenda Guiled 

Teaching about Salmon in Our Communities: following the B.C. Social Studies Curriculum 

We all have a fish story to tell. Some of us have a salmon story. Through these experiences, 
using a social-studies framework, we can explore and grow our appreciation for our shared 
waters, to reconcile community needs for healthy salmon habitat and runs. To many B.C. 
First Nations, this is vital. 

Watersheds are our sweetwater lifelines. In British Columbia, salmon are the barometers 
and beacons by which we can measure our success as stewards of the waters upon which 
life depends. 

Author-artist Brenda Guiled (rhymes with 'wild’; M.Sc. Education in curriculum develop-
ment & evaluation) is offering a workshop that springboards from her K-8 book, Sockeye 
Salmon Odyssey, with salmon-focussed lessons that fulfill B.C. social studies curriculum re-
quirements: Content, Big Ideas, and the seven key Competencies. 

This adventure story will prime students for creating their own salmon explorations together. Attendees will receive guiding mate-
rials that detail topics and approaches, activities and aims. 

The book will be available at Brenda's vendor table for $5 each, no tax. (It retails for $14.95 + tax). At the workshop, it will cost $4/
copy, with a bonus a free poster of all B.C. salmon species. 

Elections BC 

Elections BC has free voting and democracy-themed resources available for educators. Our resources pertain to provincial elec-
tions: 
 
1)      Videos: Short animated videos that explain the voting process for provincial elections and the history of voting rights in 
British Columbia: elections.bc.ca/resources/learning-about-elections (scroll to the bottom of webpage to find videos).  
2)      Museum Outreach Kit: The Royal BC Museum created an outreach kit in partnership with Elections BC called Having a 
Voice: Voting Rights and Democracy in BC. It includes activities and primary-source documents that relate to voting and democ-
racy (e.g. maps, images and letters). It is designed to fit the Grade 5 social studies curriculum; however, all classes in B.C. can 
borrow it (free shipping province-wide!). For more information, visit: royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/outreach 
3)      Mock Election Kit: This kit allows participants to practice voting year-round. You can use it to organize a mock election and 
your class can vote on a topic that is relevant to them. It includes a ballot box, voting screen, a map of provincial electoral 
districts, ballots, ‘future voter’ stickers, and bookmarks. 
4)      What to Expect When You Vote Information Sheet: This information sheet describes the voting process for provincial elec-
tions in five steps. 
 
For more information, contact Melanie Callas, Outreach Coordinator at Elections BC: Melanie.Callas@elections.bc.ca. 

https://www.historicacanada.ca/heritageminutes
https://youtu.be/9F23fgzNbO4
http://education.historicacanada.ca/en/tools/493
http://education.historicacanada.ca/en/tools/529
http://education.historicacanada.ca/en/tools/626
http://education.historicacanada.ca/
https://elections.bc.ca/resources/learning-about-elections/
http://royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/outreach
mailto:Melanie.Callas@elections.bc.ca
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Elections Canada: Beyond Election Day 
 
The federal election may be over, but learning about elections and 
democracy needs to continue. Post-election we’re here to help! Elec-
tions Canada has some classroom ideas to use right away to connect 
the election to the new parliament. We also have a new resource: Digi-
tal Skills for Democracy. Students learn fact-checking skills for citizen-
ship by working through simulations together in small groups. Your 
students learn online thinking skills in a totally offline experience.  
 

Beyond the election, you can use all of our free learning resources de-

signed to engage students in democracy at any time.  Our suite of re-

sources includes Does Voting Matter?, Civic Action: Then and Now, 

Voting Rights Through Time, Elections by the Numbers, Geography of 

Elections and Mapping Electoral Districts. Each resource is designed to take one class period and will engage your students in 

active small group discussions, and can be used to springboard to deeper inquiry in social studies, history, geography, and lots of 

other courses. All of our resources are available in French and English, and we have specific language-learner versions for stu-

dents in immersion classrooms. Our free resources are available to order or download at any time at electionsanddemocracy.ca  

Amnesty International Canada 

YOUNG PEOPLE ARE TODAY’S LEADERS  

 
Young people are a leading force for change in our commu-
nities, from calling out climate injustice to calling for wom-
en’s rights, from tackling homelessness to exposing police 
brutality. Amnesty International has chosen to focus all of 
this year’s Write for Rights cases on young people under the 
age of 25 leading the way for human rights. 

One of the 10 global cases is right here in Canada, focused 
on youth in Asubpeeschoseewagong (“Grassy Narrows First 
Nation”) who are fighting for justice in the face of 50 years 
of mercury poisoning in their community.  
 
We know that together we can make a real difference in 
people’s lives. Last December we sent more than 5.9 million 
messages in support of women human rights defenders, and 
they told us how much it meant to them. 
 
Geraldine Chacon, a human rights activist and Amnesty 
member who was detained for her work in Venezuela, 
said: “I’ve campaigned for Write for Rights cases before. I 
never imagined I’d be on the other side of the campaign. I 
have no words to thank all that Amnesty has done for me.” 

You can participate in this global day of action by organizing or supporting an event in your classroom or at your school. You can 
register and find all of this year’s cases, letter-writing kits, and educational resources at www.writeathon.ca 
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Britannia Mine Museum 
  
NEW for this school year, teachers are invited to create their own field trip packages from a range of short programs touching on 
topics in earth sciences, mineral exploration, environmental remediation, and the relationship between mining and society.  
  
A highlight of our new program line-up is Indicators – a 30 minute program which explores how knowledge of metal uptake of 
plants can contribute to lower environmental impact mining and exploration. 
  
Still anchoring our programming are updated versions of our most popular programs, including Copper Quest – an underground 

exploration of mineral exploration, Mineral Detectives – where students get hands-on with rocks and minerals, and Stakeholders – 

the game that places participants in the role of decision-maker for a mining company. 

Duty, Honour & Izzat 
From Golden Fields to Crimson 
Punjab's Brothers-in-Arms in Flanders  
ISBN : 1988903475 
 
"Why are certain histories covered, discussed, and inquired about, while others remain hidden?" Indus Media Founda-
tion  (www.imfc.org) introduces Canadian youth to a more inclusive look at our history. 
  
A 2019 Canadian Children's Book Centre Best Book 
Now approved as a learning resource at Surrey and Abbotsford School Districts, this book goes beyond the old tropes of colonised 
histories to present the Indo-Canadian community's pioneer experience within the events leading to the ejection of the Komagata 
Maru from Canadian waters in July 1914 and the subsequent outbreak of the Great War in August 1914. The story of a longstand-
ing Punjabi-Canadian community that fought for western civilisation & the British Empire, side by side with Canadians and under 
the same flag and for a single Crown is finally recounted after 100 years.  Punjabi soldiers played a pivotal role in Flanders on the 
Western Front in the opening months of the war  
 
"This book is a game-changer!"   
Annie Ohana -  2017 Prime Minister's Award for Teaching Excellence / 2019 B.C. Multiculturalism and Anti-Racism Award 
 
"A landmark text"   
Harpreet Ghuman -  2019 recipient of Canada's Outstanding Principals Award  

The Gulf of Georgia Cannery Society 

From Tides to Tins: the history of salmon canning in BC 

Discover the complex and fascinating history of salmon canning in BC at www.tidestotins.ca 
 
The Gulf of Georgia Cannery Society’s new bilingual online resource From Tides to Tins is de-
signed for students and teachers to explore industry, technology, natural resource manage-
ment, and human geography. 

• Zoom in and click on each point on the interactive map to learn about 200+ canneries that 
once dotted the BC coastline.  

• Use the timeline to trace technological innovations and investigate how local and global 
events influenced the industry. 

• Follow each step of the canning process to find out what it was like to work in a cannery and how the mechanization of the in-
dustry changed workers' jobs. 

• Travel back in time and imagine you are a cannery manager. Have some fun and test your knowledge to see if you can run a 
successful cannery. 

 
The Society also provides educational tours of the Gulf of Georgia Cannery National Historic Site (a Parks Canada site in Steveston 
BC) in English and French for students of all ages. More teacher resources are available at http://gulfofgeorgiacannery.org/learn.  
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“The Upside of Hunger, a true tale” by Roxi Harms 

Published in 2018, The Upside of Hunger is based on a true story. Adam grew up in a subsistence farming village 
in Eastern Hungary. At 15, not understanding the enormity of his actions, he left home and ended up in a foxhole 
on the Eastern Front. In the desperation of the post-war years, finding food was his daily challenge. After immigrat-
ing to Canada in 1951 and working in Vancouver, Prince George, and around the Okanagan Valley, Adam learned 
a trade and built a business.  Adam’s story is about the human experience of war through the eyes of a teenager. 
The post-war years demonstrate that possibility derives from tenacity and courage. From start to finish, his story 
teaches us about resilience and the impact of attitude.  

 
 

 

Published in 2018, The Upside of Hunger is based on a true story. Adam grew up in a subsistence farming village in Eastern Hun-
gary. At 15, not understanding the enormity of his actions, he left home and ended up in a foxhole on the Eastern Front. In the 
desperation of the post-war years, finding food was his daily challenge. After immigrating to Canada in 1951 and working in Van-
couver, Prince George, and around the Okanagan Valley, Adam learned a trade and built a business.   

Adam’s story is about the human experience of war through the eyes of a teenager. The post-war years demonstrate that possi-
bility derives from tenacity and courage. From start to finish, his story teaches us about resilience and the impact of attitude.   

This book was used by three BC high schools in 2018/19. Highly accessible and thoroughly enjoyed by teen readers, it offers an 
opportunity for real connection with students based on Adam’s age during the early part of the story, and the local connection of 
his being a BC resident. Stop by exhibit at BCSSTA to see and read teacher and student reactions.  

A film of Adam telling his story at 90 is provided with the book. 100% of profits go to scholarships for BC high school students.  

Canada’s History 

The Governor General’s History Award for Excellence in Teaching  
 
Today's history students are increasingly engaged in their learning — through digital 
initiatives, community partnerships, intergenerational projects, or exploring Indigenous 
perspectives and experiences. At the heart of this work is a dedicated teacher who is 
passionate about making history meaningful and relevant to students. 
 
At Canada’s History Society, we believe it is important to recognize individuals as a way 
to highlight their leadership and to inspire other teachers across Canada.  
 
To submit your application or to nominate an exceptional educator, visit CanadasHisto-
ry.ca/ApplyGG 

The Vancouver Society in Support of Democratic Movement 

 The Vancouver Society in Support of Democratic Movement (VSSDM) was founded on June 19, 1989 after the June 4th 
Tiananmen Massacre in Beijng, under the auspices of a group of Hongkonger-Canadians. We are funded by donations and all of 
our members work on a voluntary basis.  VSSDM is committed to promoting democracy and human rights in China and holding 
the Beijing government accountable for the massacre.  
  
 Over the past decades, VSSDM has provided solid assistance to the victims of the massacre. On June 4th every year, we 
hold a memorial vigil to commemorate the incident and thousands of people killed by the Beijing government and denounce 
the atrocities and totalitarian rule of the government. We are of the conviction that Beijing government cannot sweep the his-
tory of its brutality and ruthlessness under the carpet, and that the massacre is not forgotten by Chinese people. Besides, 
VSSDM proactively organizes and/or participates in activities aimed at upholding fairness, equality, justice and similar values for 
the well-being of Canadians as well as people in China. We work closely with other local human rights organizations as their 
partner in a way to form a strong coalition for boosting the human values as well as fighting for democracy in China.  
  
 Recently, VSSDM has actively engaged in organizing and/or joining different events in Vancouver to demonstrate our 
support to the movement and protesters in Hong Kong. We will continue to monitor the draconian situation in Hong Kong and 
provide immediate support to Hongkongers.  For more information about VSSDM, please visit our website at www.vssdm.org or 
facebook (VSSDM).  
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Asian Pacific Curriculum 

Resources to Prepare BC Students for the Asia Pacific Century 

The Asia Pacific Curriculum projects helps BC students become informed global citizens in the Asia Pacific Century. The project 
provides free curriculum materials for Grades 6 and above, and is sponsored by the Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada, a not-for-
profit organization in Vancouver, in partnership with the BC Ministry of Education and in collaboration with BC social studies 
teachers. Our modules include background readings (for use by teachers or students), assessment and activity options (designed 
and shaped by teachers), maps, graphs, data, and links to news sources, videos, and other supplemental materials that support 
student-led inquiry.  

Topics include: the Opium Wars, Asian Migration in the 19th Century, China’s One-Child Policy, Vietnam after the War, Genocide in 
Cambodia, Womenomics in Japan, Urbanization in Asia, Japan becoming a Modern Nation-State, International Cooperation, the 
History and Future of Japan’s Auto Industry, and our Asia Profiles series on several countries, including Bangladesh, India, Japan, 
Malaysia, Mongolia, the Philippines, and South Korea. 

Please stop by our booth at the BCSSTA conference for sample materials and to provide suggestions to our friendly staff. All mate-

rials are free and fully accessible on our website: www.asiapacificcurriculum.ca.  

Veterans Affairs Canada 

A new school year is upon us and Veterans Affairs Canada is back with free, 
bilingual resources to help young people learn more about remembrance 
and our country’s military history. 
 
Our Veterans’ Week learning materials – revised for 2019 with a special 
emphasis on the 75th anniversary of the Italian Campaign – are now availa-
ble for order. Get your free class packs of the Take Time to Remember ac-
tivity booklet (ages 5-7), as well as youth newspapers Tales of Animals in 
War (ages 5-11) and the Canada Remembers Times (ages 12-18). Our pop-
ular Postcards for Peace, bookmarks and posters, featuring Nursing Sister 
Maxine Llewelynn Bredt, are also available, as is the on-line Veterans' 
Week teacher’s guide.  
 
Our educator’s webpage features many “ready to go” bilingual lesson 
plans, geared to all grade levels and highlighting various eras from the 
South African War up to modern day conflicts such as the War in Afghani-
stan. The diversity of those who have served is also highlighted with lesson 
plans on various groups such as Women and Indigenous Veterans.   
 
Check it all out today at: www.veterans.gc.ca/educators 

http://www.asiapacificcurriculum.ca
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/educators
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BC Social Studies Teachers Association 

Major Conference Bursary Program 

  

The BCSSTA is pleased to announce the establishment of a new bursary program to support the professional 
development of our members. 

The major conference bursary is designed to provide financial support to members who would like to attend 
major conferences in the field of Social Studies Education, but who cannot fully fund the trip through school 
or district funds. 

Six bursaries of $500 each will be awarded for 2018/19 conferences. 

Bursary applications will be reviewed considering the following criteria: 

• Current membership in the BCSSTA and a BCTF member in good standing 

• Relevance of the conference to Social Studies education 
• Relevance of the conference to applicant’s course load 

• Financial need 
• Plan to share learning with colleagues 

• Trips chaperoning students are not eligible for this program 

The selection committee may, where appropriate, award more than six bursaries at a lower amount or 
award similar quality applications by a random draw. 

To apply, please fill out the application form below 

bcssta-major-conference-bursury-application-form 

Applications for the 2018/19 program are due MARCH 31st  2019, and will be awarded by the end of April 
2019.   Bursaries will be distributed upon receipt of proof of registration and receipts for conference ex-
penses.  

All receipts & proof of registration must be submitted by JUNE 1st or the bursary will be forfeited. 

For more information or to submit an application, please contact: bcssta@gmail.com 

https://bcssta.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/bcssta-major-conference-bursury-application-form.pdf
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“Potlatch Blanket for a China Man” by Mei-Li Lee 

Reviewed by Leah Judd 

Too often, the telling of BC History comes from a very narrow perspective.  In her nov-
el, Potlatch Blanket for A China Man, Mei-Li Lee tries to broaden the perspective by in-
cluding the voices that have become a whisper over time.  Lee’s story begins with the arri-
val of Tew Kin, a Chinese immigrant, standing on the banks of the Fraser River in 1859. 
Tew Kin has to make a choice to embrace change or step back into the shadows.  
  
 
In Tew Kin’s travels he befriends a young Sto:lo boy, a Metis man, a Hawaiian, Mexican 

stevedores, an escaped slave, an Italian, other Chinese workers. By including all of these 

nuanced voices, the strength of Tew Kin’s own story becomes muted.  With the introduc-

tion of so many characters, Lee has taken the focus off the one person who holds the story 

line together.  The reader is left to decide if one story should hold a place of importance 

over the others, or if, like history, perhaps no single story is more important than anoth-

er.  Lee’s inclusive writing, and use of many different phrases in a variety of languages 

provide a good starting point for students of BC gold rush history. 

Reviews 

By our Members for Our Members 

Call for Submissions 
 

Have you written a book? Do you have a favorite text in your teaching rotation that should be better known? Dimensions wants to 

know about it! Send your suggestions to dimensionsletter@gmail.com and it may just get reviewed and then shared with Social 

Studies teachers around British Columbia! 

Up For Review in the February Issue: 

“Voices: Indigenous Women on the 

Frontlines Speak” 

This 9 part zine style resource is a fully illustrated collection of 

excerpts from 2Spirit and Women Land Defenders living on their 

traditional territories in the Pacific North West. These interviews 

were conducted by Wulfgang Zapf with illustrations by beyon 

wren moor.  

A full review along with tentative lesson planning guide by Liam 

Patterson-Gram will be included in the February issue of 

Dimensions so stay tuned! 
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Sponsor Spotlight:  

Canada’s History Society 

To All Our Sponsors 

The BCSSTA is proud of what we offer to our members, much of those offerings, everything from this newsletter, our bursaries and 

our conference, would not be possible without our sponsors. It’s a real pleasure to have sponsors who give so generously to sup-

port social studies educators in this province. Thank you all! 

We at the BCSSTA would like the thank Canada’s History Society for their gener-

ous sponsorship. If any members are interested in learning more about them vis-

it their website at canadashistory.ca  


