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 Dear colleagues, I’m happy to be 
writing to you this October because it 
means that under some extremely 
difficult circumstances we are once 
again managing to offer meaningful 
learning to students throughout the 
province. It was said so very much at the 
beginning of this decade called 2020, but 
in case like me you’ve managed to 
forget, be easy on yourself, this is not a 
normal year, things are different, and 
they are difficult. This may not be the 
year to achieve perfection and transcend 
this realm of the merely mortal 
educator. So, please listen to your past 
selves, they had at least a little wisdom, 

Notes From the Desk  

Looking forward now, this publication, 
needs some more delightful content! 
Some of it will no doubt come from our 
executive, but we want to hear from 
you, our membership, too! would 
like to possibly be published in a 
newsletter directed at your fellow 
teachers of social studies. So please 
don’t hesitate to send your field trip 
ideas, reviews, shower-thoughts, killer 
lesson plans, success stories, goofiest 
failures, and most amazing resource 
recommendations to 
dimensionsletter@gmail.com  

We’d really love to hear from you! 
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THE BCSSTA’S ANNUAL  
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE 

Friday October 23, 2020 
ONLINE – IN CONJUNCTION WITH 

BCTF VIRTUAL PRO-D SUPER-CONFERENCE 

      Our Conference Theme this year is: 
Exploration:  Redefining Humanity’s Relationship with Planet Earth 

The BCSSTA is proud to announce our Keynote speaker for 2020: Jill Heinerth 
Who is Jill Heinerth|? WATCH THIS!: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gb3pinJKTy8&feature=youtu.be   

More people have walked on the moon than have visited many of 
the places that Jill Heinerth has seen on Earth. From the most dan-
gerous technical dives deep inside underwater caves, to searching 
for never-before-seen ecosystems inside giant Antarctic icebergs, 
Jill’s curiosity and passion about our watery planet is the driving 
force in her life. In her remarkable presentations, Jill encourages 
audiences to reach beyond their limitations, challenge the unknown, 
and overcome their fears, while applying her practical experience 
when it comes to lessons on risk management, discovery learning, 
failure, and collaboration strategies. 

Named the first Explorer-in-Residence of The Royal Canadian Geo-
graphical Society in 2016, Jill’s other many accolades include induc-
tion into the Explorer’s Club and the inaugural class of the Women 
Diver’s Hall of Fame. She received the Wyland ICON Award, an honor 
she shares with several of her underwater heroes including Jacques 
Cousteau, Robert Ballard and Dr. Sylvia Earle. She was named a 
“Living Legend” by Sport Diver Magazine and selected as Scuba Div-
ing magazine’s “Sea Hero of the Year 2012.” 

In recognition of her lifetime achievement, Jill was also awarded the 
inaugural Sir Christopher Ondaatje Medal for Exploration. Estab-
lished by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society in 2013, the med-
al recognizes singular achievements and the pursuit of excellence by 
an outstanding Canadian explorer. 

TIME ACTIVITY 

9:00-10:00 Morning Workshops 

10:00-10:10 Break 

10:10-11:20 KEYNOTE 

11:20-12:20 Lunch & AGM (AGM starts at 11:30) 

12:20-1:20 Mid-Day Workshops 

1:20-1:30 Break 

1:30-2:30 Afternoon Workshops 

2:30-2:40 Break 

2:40-2:50 Wrap-Up 

Friday October 23 Conference Day Schedule: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gb3pinJKTy8&feature=youtu.be
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 Vendor Offerings 
The annual BCSSTA conference would not be nearly as enriching without our vendors. Every year they come laden down with 

goods, services, and ideas to offer. This year in the conference edition newsletter we wanted thank our wonderful vendors and 

offer our readers something of a catalogue in one fell swoop, a couple of them fell through the net, so here they are!  

The Upside of Hunger by Roxy Harms 

 Published in 2018, The Upside of Hunger is based on a true story. Adam grew up in a subsistence farming village in East-
ern Hungary. At 15, not understanding the enormity of his actions, he left home and ended up in a foxhole on the Eastern Front. 
In the desperation of the post-war years, finding food was his daily challenge. After immigrating to Canada in 1951 and working 
in Vancouver, Prince George, and around the Okanagan Valley, Adam learned a trade and built a business.  

 Adam’s story is about the human experience of war through the eyes of a teenager. The post-war years demonstrate 
that possibility derives from tenacity and courage. From start to finish, his story teaches us about resilience and the impact of 
attitude.  

 This book was used by three BC high schools in 2018/19. Highly accessible and thoroughly enjoyed by teen readers, it 
offers an opportunity for real connection with students based on Adam’s age during the early part of the story, and the local 
connection of his being a BC resident. Stop by exhibit at BCSSTA to see and read teacher and student reactions.  

 A film of Adam telling his story at 90 is provided with the book. 100% of profits go to scholarships for BC high school 
students. Find out more at https://roxiharms.com/  

Insight Global Education 

https://roxiharms.com/
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 Elections Canada 

Elections Canada is the independent, non-partisan agency responsible for conducting federal elections. As part of our civic 
education program, we provide teachers from all provinces and territories with learning resources, interactive tools, professional 
development opportunities and student-friendly information about elections in Canada. We have worked with educators for 
more than 20 years with an aim to prepare and engage future voters to participate in electoral democracy. 
  
This fall, we have developed new blended learning adaptations of our educational resources. Join in our workshop and visit our 
virtual booth at the BCSSTA Conference. You’ll discover new ideas to use inquiry-based learning when you teach about 
democracy in your blended, online or traditional classroom. Explore all our learning materials at electionsanddemocracy.ca. 

The British Columbia Youth Parliament 
 
"The British Columbia Youth Parliament is a youth service organization dedicated to fulfilling our motto of “Youth Serving Youth”. 
Our organization spans almost a century, having its roots in our predecessor organization in 1924, the Older Boys Parliament.  

During the Winter break 97 youth ages 16 to 21 from across the province meet in the Legislative Buildings in Victoria. There we 
debate a variety of legislation that outlines projects that will be run throughout the year. In addition to this, Private Members 
Resolutions are introduced. These give members the ability to propose debate on issues close to our hearts and our communities, 
while still participating in a practical lesson on the parliamentary process. Although our Session in December will look a little 
different this year, we’re still incredibly excited to meet like-minded youth from across the province and plan a year of  service 
projects throughout 2021.  

BCYP has often relied on the support of teachers from across the province to direct members our way. We realize that teachers 

are in an excellent position to identify youth who are passionate about serving their community and interested in learning how to 

use Parliamentary procedure as a vehicle to do so. We are looking forward to exhibiting at the BCSSTA Conference this year and 

meeting you all!” 

The Great Unsolved Mysteries in Canadian History 

 

Everyone loves a mystery! The "Great Unsolved Mysteries in Canadian 

History" uses the lure of solving puzzles in its engaging, high-quality ma-

terials for the teaching of historical methods and Canadian History. It can 

be used in a wide variety courses in grades 6-12 including social studies, 

law, language, literature, and Indigenous history. The project, based at 

the University of Victoria, has created a series of instructional websites 

based on the premise that students can be drawn into Canadian history 

and archival research through the enticement of solving historical cold 

crimes. Each site focuses on a different theme: slavery, aboriginal issues, 

disease, vigilante rule, terrorism, religious dissent, early settlement, care 

of the handicapped, and family violence are only a few. The mysteries 

are drawn from all the regions and the full range of eras in Canadian his-

tory and include the major multi-cultural groups. In addition to the main 

mystery sites there are 30 smaller associated MysteryQuests which are 

one or two class assignments for students aged 11-18. Each Mystery site 

and MysteryQuest comes with teacher’s guides, suggested assignments 

and marking rubrics.  This award-winning project is entirely bilingual and is provided free as a public service. Visit us online 

at www.canadianmysteries.ca and follow us on Twitter (@MysteriesCanada)  and Facebook (Great Unsolved Mysteries in 

Canadian History).   

https://electionsanddemocracy.ca/
http://www.canadianmysteries.ca/
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Black and Indigenous Lives Matter! Films and Teacher Resources from  

your National Film Board of Canada 

 

Black and Indigenous Lives Matter. 

Discover the National Film Board of Canada’s diverse collection of films and teacher resources focussed on Black and Indigenous 

lives.   

The NFB has been sharing Canada’s story with Canadians for more than 80 years, with a particular focus on giving voice to under-

represented communities. Explore the NFB’s Black Communities in Canada Channel and allow your students discover Canada’s rich 

history of Black achievements and activism, toward conquering racism and discrimination. 

The NFB also offers teachers one of the world’s largest collections of Indigenous-made cinema. The Indigenous Voices and Recon-

ciliation Playlists are a great place for teachers to start when searching for films that support BC’s social studies curriculum for K -

12.  

The NFB provides a uniquely Canadian perspective on the issues affecting our world and film can be a powerful tool to engage your 

students in social justice.  All resources are developed by Canadian teachers and thousands of films are available to stream for free. 

Visit NFB.ca/Education to explore the full education offer.  

Subscribe to CAMPUS, the NFB’s education streaming service and gain access to exclusive films, teacher guides, playlists and more! 
Contact Ross Johnstone to learn more about acquiring CAMPUS for your district; r.johnstone@nfb.ca 

https://www.nfb.ca/channels/black-communities-canada-education/
https://www.nfb.ca/education/educational-playlists/#indigenous-voices-and-reconciliation
https://www.nfb.ca/education/educational-playlists/#indigenous-voices-and-reconciliation
https://www.nfb.ca/education/
https://www.nfb.ca/education/campus/
mailto:r.johnstone@nfb.ca
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Good War: Mobilizing Canada for the Climate Emergency by Seth Klein 
 
Hello BC Social Studies Teachers! 
  
Seth Klein here – former BC Director of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives.  
I wanted to make sure you knew about my new book – A Good War: Mobilizing Canada for the Climate Emergency (released in 
September by ECW Press). The book makes a new and important contribution to the struggle for bold and transformative cli-
mate action in Canada, and proposes an entirely new approach to tackling this crisis. My book explores how we can align our 
politics and economy with what the science says we must do to address the crisis. But it brings an original and uniquely hopeful 
take to this challenge. The book is structured entirely around lessons from the Second World War – the last time Canada faced 
an existential threat. As such, I think the book should be of special interest to socials teachers, and it is my hope (as a former 
socials teacher myself) that it may make the study of WWII newly relevant and compelling to students.  

Others have said we need a “wartime approach” to the climate emergency, but this is the first Canadian book to delve into what 
that could actually look like. Canada’s wartime experience, I contend, provides an inspirational reminder that we have done this 
before. We have mobilized in common cause across class, race and gender, and entirely retooled our economy in the space of a 
few short years. Weaving together history, politics and policy, the book jumps between our past and present, answering ques-
tions such as: What did the marshaling of all our economic and human resources look like during the Second World War, and 
what might a similar deployment look like today? How was it paid for? What kind of leadership did it require? How was public 
support and national unity secured? What did we do for returning soldiers, and are there lessons for just transition for fossil fuel 
workers today? What was/is the role of Indigenous people and youth, then and now? And what are the war’s cautionary tales, 
the warnings of things that brought us shame, that we do not wish to repeat? The book is an invitation to both the public and 
our political leaders today, to reflect on the people who saw us through the Second World War, and to consider who we want to 
be, as we face down the defining task of our lives. 
 
You can find out more and order the book here: https://www.sethklein.ca/book (At that site, you can find reviews and ex-
cerpts.)  

https://www.sethklein.ca/book
https://www.sethklein.ca/book
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Reviews 

By our Members for Our Members 

“Voices: Indigenous Women on the Frontlines Speak” 

“Voices” is a fully illustrated collection of interviews 

given by 2Spirit and Women Land Defenders living 

on their traditional territories in the Pacific North 

West. These interviews were conducted by 

Wulfgang Zapf with illustrations by beyon wren 

moor.  

As Covid-19 has swept into our newsfeeds and 

disrupted our lives, it might be easy to forget that 

just before we were asked to socially distance a 

much different movement had been front and 

centre. People, around B.C., Canada and the world, 

had been gathering in to protest the ongoing actions 

of the RCMP and the Canadian Federal government 

in support of Coast Gas Link and it’s proposed 

pipeline through Wet’suwet’en territory.  Many of 

you like me, will have been following this closely, 

trying to make sense out of the difference between hereditary and elected chiefs, learning to pronounce Wet’suwet’en, and 

Unist’ot’en, as well as sorting through the morass of deeply racist, and classist coverage that these protests received. If like me you 

brought this attempt at understanding into your classroom, you would have been well served to have found a copy of “Voices”. 

They can be tricky to find, I got mine at East Side Flea where I happened to run into beyon wren moor, but they can be made 

available by order by emailing voicesfrontlines@gmail.com 

There is simply no substitute for the voices, the direct voices, of people who are experiencing oppression. If we want our students 

to understand reconciliation, to understand Indigenous land rights movements, we need to present them not with CBC articles 

alone, but with the voices of Indigenous people. As a resource, ‘Voices” can be raw, reading these resources ahead of time, and 

deciding for your class how you will deal with difficult content, including sexual abuse, alcohol, trauma, and the real expression of 

pain. For some classes, and ages teachers may decide that much of this content is beyond what they a comfortable mandating to 

their class, for them I suggest book 6.  This book is an interview with then 12 year old future hereditary chief Destiny Mitchell, and 

have been impactful in supporting my grade 6/7 class in finding their own voices, and peaking their interest in learning more. The 

resources offered here amount to a snapshot of a side of this conflict that will not be reported, or recorded elsewhere.  

 

Often in my experience a prime complaint of older members of our society about younger ones has been that as they flit from crisis 

to crisis, the resolution is ignored or forgotten. As Covid has taken over the news, and for good reason, it does not mean that the 

issue of Indigenous sovereignty are past. Indeed, this latest round of interest in the Wet’suwet’en struggle against Coastal Gas Link 

was just a phase, triggered by a Dec. 31st 2019 BC Supreme Court ruling,  in what has been a much longer history. “Voices” is a 

piece of that history, as the interviews were conducted in 2016 and therefore serve to give a glimpse into the extended timeline of 

this conflict. This movement will extend beyond the time of Covid, or will continue throughout it, and for those who wish to see our 

students learn how to follow current events deeply, and not flit from disaster to disaster, “Voices” has a great deal to offer, both in 

the short and long term. I highly recommend this resource for any members who teach media literacy, social justice or First Peoples 

studies. 
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More from the BCSSTA: The first ever Detours Journal! 

Call for Submissions 
 

Have you written a book? Do you have a favorite text in your teaching rotation that should be better known? Dimensions wants to 

know about it! Send your suggestions to dimensionsletter@gmail.com and it may just get reviewed and then shared with Social 

Studies teachers around British Columbia! 

Detours: Social Science Education Research Journal (Detours) is the official journal of the British Columbia Social Studies Teachers 
Association (BCSSTA) in partnership with the British Columbia Librarians Association (BCLA) and the British Columbia Teacher's 
Federation (BCTF). Detours provides a multidisciplinary forum for Social Science research, practice, and areas of interest in educa-
tional settings.  The aim of the journal is to foster and support dialogue between practitioners and researchers, provide articles of 
general interest to teachers, offer a platform for researchers to connect with teachers and for teachers to augment professional 
development with research.  To read our first issue and more go to: https://www.detoursjournal.org/index.php/detours 
 
This is our inaugural issue highlighting three researchers and two teachers. Our aim is to bring Social Science teachers and re-
searchers into conversations around theory and application in the field of education.  "Detours" refers to the Paul Ricoeur inspired 
hermeneutic notion that inquiry sometimes leads us down unexpected paths. Our next issue will be devoted to conversations be-
tween the writers of these articles.  

Published: 2020-10-20 

 

Articles: 

Developing core competencies in the Ethics 

Bowl: Perspectives from British Columbia 

Nicolas Fillion 

 

Just Open the Damn Door!: Multiple Per-

spectives on the Value of Holocaust Educa-

tion in Today’s Classrooms 

Graeme A. Stacey 

 

Platform Capitalism Colonizes Education 

Larry Kuehn 

 

Tools or Toys: An Ongoing Conversation 

about Wisdom in a Wired World 

John Myers 

 

Making the Connection: The Geographical 

Naming of the Salish Sea Long the Pacific 

Coast of North America and the Sea of 

Japan/East Sea in Advanced Placement Ge-

ography 

Tina Clark 

https://www.detoursjournal.org/index.php/detours

